Clinton Central School
District Newsletter
2018-2019 Budget Edition

What We Value, Who We Are
Dear Clinton Central School District Resident:
Once again, thank you for all of your support this year, whether
it be through your attendance at our many events in the arts and
athletics, your continued financial support through the Clinton
Foundation and Dollars for Scholars, the donation of your time
and expertise as guests and volunteers in our classrooms, or every
other way that you have helped our faculty, staﬀ and students.
This year has been an incredible one for us in terms of the
recognition for our high school as a National Blue Ribbon School
of Excellence, and our district receiving national recognition as
one of the Best Communities for Music Education 2018 for our
outstanding commitment to music education. Our students
continue to perform well in the Arts, academics and athletics
both regionally and nationally in many areas, and we are proud
of being an integral part of our community through our service
projects, the Thank you Albert Prettyman Celebration, and the
recent Hockeyville USA designation, just to name a few. There
is so much to value in our schools and community, and in each
other, which is the theme of this newsletter. You are a large part
of who we are and what we have accomplished and I thank you
again for that.
This is the time of year for the community’s thoughtful
consideration of our spending plan for the 2018-2019 school year,
and I am proud of the work we have accomplished together
during the development of this budget upon which you will
vote on May 15. Again, this year we have developed a plan that
I believe is educationally responsible to our students and fiscally
responsible to our community. We also engaged in an internal
process that required us to analyze all areas of our expenditures
in order to find eﬃciencies, which allowed us to decrease costs,
and reclaim those funds to preserve our vital programs and
improve in areas identified as district-level and building-level
strategic priorities.

This year, we are benefiting thoughtful short and long-term
financial planning and responsibility that allows us to meet our
needs now and build our capacity to meet future challenges in
a variety of areas, despite receiving very little increased funding
from the state. This budget represents support for our current
outstanding educational program, but also allows us to fortify our
focus on areas of need, such as in mental health (school counselor
or social worker) and safety and security (Special Patrol Oﬃcer
Districtwide), and district-level leadership with a Director of
Curriculum and Instruction to ensure outstanding teaching and
learning continues as a Clinton tradition.
With a budget to budget increase of 1.79% and strategic program
and staﬃng investment, we are excited about the balance of
educational and fiscal responsibility represented in this budget.
Our tax levy increase of 1.90% allows us to remain under the statemandated tax cap and allows for our residents to benefit from a
refund of a portion of the increase by the state in the fall.
I encourage you to read this budget newsletter and related articles
in The Waterville Times newspaper to learn more, and you can
also visit the school district website at www.ccs.edu to find access
to additional resources that will help you make an informed
decision on Tuesday, May 15.
Thank you for your time and interest in learning about the school
budget and our educational programs!
Sincerely,

Stephen L. Grimm, Ed. D.
Superintendent of Schools

BUDGET VOTE: May 15, 2018 | Noon to 8:00 p.m. Theatre Lobby
Flag display
A display of international flags, plaques and student artwork has recently
been mounted along the middle school hallway, the culmination of a yearlong “family project” aimed at building community among the students and
staﬀ. A student survey revealed that the population represents heritages from
44 countries and 26 unique languages. A special thank you to students and
staﬀ members whose hard work brought this project to fruition.

Revenues … where the
money will come from
Revenues

Fund Balance
1.97%
Other
2.21%

Actual
2017-2018

Proposed
2018-2019

Local Property Tax

$15,076,301

$15,362,467

State Aid

$11,089,809

$11,264,781

Other

$589,006

$617,065

Fund Balance

$550,000

$550,000

Reserve

$100,000

$100,000

$27,405,116

$27,894,313

Total Revenue

State Aid
40.38%
Local Property
Taxes
55.08%

and what it will be spent on ...
Expenditures
Expenditure
Instruction

Actual
2017-2018

Proposed
2018-2019

$12,684,127

$ 13,021,874

Benefits

$7,243,673

$7,413,849

Debt Service/Transfers

$3,125,191

$2,992,212

$821,226

$887,951

$1,491,563

$1,459,897

Transportation
Operations & Maintenance
Administration
Total Expenditure

Reserve
0.36%

$2,039,336

$2,118,530

$27,405,116

$27,894,313

What happens if this budget
proposal is defeated?

Operations and
Maintenance
5.23%

Administration 7.6%

Transportation
3.18%
Debt Service
10.73%
Instruction
46.68%
Benefits 26.58%

CCS Welcomes Ms. Van Slyke

The Board of Education has three options under the law.

•
•
•

Submit the same budget to the voters for a second
vote on the third Tuesday of June;
Revise and submit the budget for a second vote on
the third Tuesday of June;
Reduce the budget by eliminating the purchase
of equipment and any amounts tied to the
community’s use of the school facilities, and declare
a contingency budget without a second vote.

??

If the Board of Education adopts a contingency budget,
equipment expenditures of $258,208 will be removed and
other items as required by New York State Education
Department regulations.
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The District is happy to announce the appointment
of Debora Van Slyke to the position of Director of
Curriculum and Instruction. Ms. Van Slyke comes
to us from the Central Valley Central School
District with extensive collaborative administrative
experience in curriculum development and
instructional technology.

Three-Part Budget Summary
New York State requires districts to present their proposed budgets in three categories: program, capital and
administrative. The chart below shows the dollar amount and percentage of spending in each of those three categories in
the 2017 – 2018 budget and the proposed 2018 – 2019 budget.
Program:
2017-18 ....................................................$19,505,613 ........ 71.18%
2018-19 ....................................................$19,994,750 ........ 71.68%
Capital:
2017-18 ......................................................$5,053,547 ........ 18.44%
2018-19 ......................................................$4,975,062 ........ 17.84%
Administrative:
2017-18 ......................................................$2,845,956 ........ 10.38%
2018-19 ......................................................$2,924,501 ........ 10.48%
Total:
2017-18 ....................................................$27,405,116 ...... 100.00%
2018-19 ....................................................$27,894,313 ...... 100.00%
Program includes:

All instructional programs, transportation, athletics, co-curricular
and associated employee benefits.
Capital includes:

Operation of buildings, maintenance of buildings, refunded taxes,
debt service, and associated employee benefits.

Board of Education Candidates
Three candidates will be running for two vacant atlarge Board of Education seats.
Candidates include:
Melinda Leising
Donna Durr Arancio
Samuel Catterson
The community will have the opportunity to meet the
candidates on May 8 at 5:30 p.m., in the high school
cafeteria. The Budget Hearing will follow.
Thank you to Board members Amy Franz and
Courtney Zoller for their six years of service to the
Clinton community.
Notice
Absentee Ballots are available in the Superintendent’s
Oﬃce or by calling 315-557-2253.

Administrative includes:

Board of Education, central administration, finance, legal services,
personnel, public information, central services, special items, supervision of instruction and associated employee benefits.

PROPOSITION 1
Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida County, New York, is hereby
authorized to expend and there is hereby appropriated, the sum of $27,894,313 estimated by it to be necessary for
school purposes for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2018 and to raise so much thereof as may be necessary by tax
on the taxable property in said School District

PROPOSITION 2
Shall the Board of Education (the “Board of Education”) of the Clinton Central School District (the “School District”) be
authorized to purchase, one (1) 66-passenger school bus and one (1) 20 passenger school bus at a total estimated cost of
$153,186, including necessary furnishings, fixtures and equipment and all other necessary costs incidental thereto and to
expend a total sum not to exceed $153,186, which is estimated to be the total maximum cost thereof, and levy a tax which
is hereby voted for the foregoing in the amount of $153,186, which shall be levied and collected in annual installments in
such years and in such amounts as may be determined by the Board of Education and in anticipation of the collection of
such tax, bonds and notes of the School District are hereby authorized to be issued at one time or from time to time in the
principal amount not to exceed $153,186, and a tax is hereby voted to pay the interest on said obligations when due?

Mission:

Vision:

Clinton Central School proudly educates
and empowers students to realize their
potential and become thoughtful,
contributing members of society.

Our students are prepared through engaging,
meaningful and challenging learning opportunities
delivered by motivated and inspired professionals, and
supported through collaborative partnerships with
family, businesses, civic organizations, and institutions
of higher education.
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Clinton Central School District Budget Notice
Budget Adopted
for the 2017-2018
School Year

Budget Proposed
for the 2018-2019
School Year

Contingency
Budget for the
2018-2019
School Year*

$27,405,116

$27,894,313
$489,197
1.79%
2.13%

$27,608,149
$203,033
.74%

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount,
$15,076,301
Net of Reserve
B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable
$0
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable **
$0
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy
$0
E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D)
$15,076,301
F. Total Permissible Exclusions
$670,148
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible
$14,406,153
Exclusions
H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to
$14,406,153
Support Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions
(E - B - F + D)
I. Difference: (G - H): (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter
$0
Approval – See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) **

$15,362,467

Overall Budget Proposal
Total budgeted amount, not including separate propositions
Increase / decrease for the 2018-2019 school year
Percentage increase (decrease) in each proposed budget
Change in the Consumer Price Index

Administrative component
Program component
Capital component

$0
$0
$0
$15,362,467
$642,201
$14,720,266

$2,845,956
$19,505,613
$5,053,547

$15,076,301

$14,720,266

$0

$2,924,501
$19,994,750
$4,975,062

$2,892,838
$19,846,849
$4,868,462

If the Board of Education adopts a contingency budget, equipment expenditures of $258,208 will be removed and other items as
required by New York State Education Department regulations.
** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total
Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational or
transportation services propositions are not eligible for exclusion
and may affect voter approval requirements)

Basic STAR Exemption Savings
1

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings

Description

School Bus Purchase

Amount

$153,186

Under the Budget Proposal for the 2018 - 2019 School Year
$726

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2018-19 by the qualified voters of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida County, New York,
will be held at the Theater Lobby in said district on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 between the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., prevailing time
in the Middle School, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.
1

The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

4

Clinton Central School District

Proposed 2018-2019
Breakdown of Expenditures

Debt Service
10.51% of budget

District Support
7.6% of budget

Board of Education
Central Administration
Business Administration
Auditing
Treasurer
Tax Collection
Fiscal Agent Fees
Legal Services
Personnel
Central Printing
Data Processing
Liability/Property Insurance
Refund Taxes
BOCES Administration
Curriculum Development
Supervision of Schools
SUBTOTAL

2017-2018
Budget

2018-2019
Proposed

26,379
220,488
414,774
28,900
19,447
9,000
12,500
60,000
21,837
147,707
26,500
110,000
5,000
304,620
9,000
623,185

26,772
234,742
382,487
25,950
20,185
8,200
10,000
50,000
22,330
131,900
23,000
110,000
5,000
308,877
9,000
750,086

2,039,336

2,118,530

Instruction
46.68% of budget

Teaching/Regular School
Special Education
Library/Media
Computer Instruction
Guidance
Health Services
Psychological Services
Social Work Services
Co-Curricular Activities
Athletics
SUBTOTAL

2017-2018
Budget

2018-2019
Proposed

7,821,234
2,686,864
208,664
524,378
266,458
196,040
75,800
261,490
253,184
390,016

7,971,210
2,782,934
226,463
553,791
271,710
201,961
72,985
282,601
257,371
400,848

12,684,127

13,021,873

Student Transportation
3.18% of budget

2017-2018
Budget

2018-2019
Proposed

School Construction Bonds
School Bus Bonds
Energy Performance Contract

2,485,537
315,653
264,000

2,479,162
182,050
271,000

SUBTOTAL

3,065,190

2,932,212

Operations and Maintenance
5.23% of budget

2017-2018
Budget

2018-2019
Proposed

Custodial Services
Maintenance Expenses

1,277,866
213,697

1,255,598
204,299

SUBTOTAL

1,491,563

1,459,897

Interfund Transfers
.22% of budget

2017-2018
Budget

2018-2019
Proposed

School Food Service
Special Education/Summer School

10,000
50,000

10,000
50,000

SUBTOTAL

60,000

60,000

Benefits
2017-2018
Budget

2018-2019
Proposed

Health, Dental & Vision Insurance 4,839,356
903,779
Teachers’ Retirement
290,038
Employees’ Retirement
884,000
Social Security (FICA)
60,000
Workers Compensation
13,000
Life Insurance
10,000
Unemployment Insurance
4,500
Disability Insurance
14,000
Benefits Administration
225,000
Employee 403B Deferral

4,938,989
1,018,723
266,745
898,893
55,000
9,355
3,000
16,645
206,500

7,243,673

7,413,849

26.58% of budget

2017-2018
Budget

2018-2019
Proposed

Transportation
BOCES Bus Maintenance

641,226
180,000

717,951
170,000

TOTAL PROPOSED BUDGET

SUBTOTAL

821,226

887,951

2017-2018 Budget: $27,405,116
2018-2019 Proposed: $27,894,313

SUBTOTAL
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Values

noun
1. the ideals we hold for raising and educating
our children; a particular set of human abilities—
curiosity, sociability, resilience, self-awareness,
integrity, resourcefulness, creativity, and empathy
– that reflect who we are.
2. life lessons through which a child learns to
thrive in life in order to express themselves, solve
problems, grow from mistakes, and develop other
skills and abilities that lead to fulfilling lives.

Teacher

noun
1. a person who helps others to acquire knowledge,
competences or values.

Clinton High School Named
Reward School 2016-17
In a letter dated February 1, 2018, the District was notified
in a letter from Assistant Commissioner of Education Ira
Schwartz, that Clinton High School had been designated
as a Reward School. To be identified as a Reward School,
a school must:

•

•

What I Have Learned …
"To be nice,
To always tell the truth,
To be kind,
That we are a community,
Don't hit,
I learned how to add,
I learned how to read,
To be a good listener." Kindergarten Students
"Here, in Clinton Middle School, I have learned to always
start with “hello” if you see someone alone and include
them. This has changed me because it made me a better
person by always giving someone a smile, which can make
someone's day." Student, Grade 7

•

Be in the top 20 percent of schools in the state for
ELA and Math performance for 15-16 & 16-17 school
years or be among the top ten percent of schools in
terms of gains in 16-17;
Have made Adequate Yearly Progress for the 15-16
& 16-17 school years for all groups of students on all
measures for which the school is accountable;
Not have unacceptably large gaps in student
performance on an accountability measure between
students who are members of an accountability
group (e.g., low-income students) and students who
are not members of that group.

MS CAREER DAY — Middle School Career Day gave
students the opportunity to interact with presenters
regarding their career paths. Susan Bennett, Clinton
graduate and the voice of “Siri”, was the keynote
speaker via skype. Thank you to middle school guidance
counselor Danielle Tesak and BOCES employee Erika
Kistowski for organizing this successful event.

"A value I have learned is to tell the truth. When I do
something bad and I lie, I get in trouble. If I tell the truth, I
will be much better oﬀ." Student, Grade 7
"I have learned the value of teamwork and responsibility
throughout this year. This defines me by how I act and do
things in everyday life." Student, Grade 7
"I have learned that there are diﬀerent types of people in
the world. And I will know how to face them when I leave
Clinton." Student, Grade 11
"Throughout my time in Clinton, I have learned about the
importance of caring. Every teacher, faculty member, and
adult I have met here deeply cares about my success as an
individual. It has greatly defined who I am, making me a very
hard-working, independent, caring person." Student, Grade 11
"Clinton has given me a sense of community. It has defined
me by making me feel that I belong because it is accepting
and unified." Student, Grade 11
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"One thing I have learned is not to take things for granted.
With amazing friends and great teachers/leaders, there
is always a place of joy to turn to when things are sad."
Student, Grade 11

MODEL UN — High school students traveled
to Boston to attend the national Eagle MUNC
(Model United Nations Conference) sponsored by
Boston College on March 16, 17, and 18, 2018.
They represented the countries of Bangladesh,
Honduras, and Australia. Delegates also
participated in a mock Papal Conclave, a 1930’s
crime syndicate, a colonial "Sons of Liberty"
anti-Stamp Act council, and a fictional Atlantis
council. Students appreciated the rigorous debate!
Model UN is advised by LOTE teacher Roger
Wratten. Thank you to math teacher Michele
Dunn for serving as chaperone.

On February 9, graphic artist Chris Schweizer presented to
middle school staﬀ and students about the development of
his talent and progression of his career.

Graphic novel expert John Shableski continues to work
with middle school on developing their stories.

MATH STUDENTS — High school math students visited the Utica Train Station, Utica Public Library, Hotel Utica and the
Stanley Theater where they completed a variety of applied geometry and trigonometry problems, and viewed the Geometry
in Motion exhibit at Munson Williams Proctor Institute where they posed in front of a prized Jackson Pollock. Students were
awed by the architecture and surprised at how much the city had to oﬀer. The trip was initiated and supervised by High
School math teacher Nancy Zumpano.
Budget 2018-2019 7

Sports Highlights
The following winter varsity teams were awarded the designation of NYSPHSAA Scholar Athletes for achieving a GPA of
at least 90:
Girls Basketball
Girls Volleyball
Girls Hockey

93.5
91.7
90

Girls Indoor Track
Boys Indoor Track

92.6
91.2

Both boys’ Varsity Basketball and girls’ Varsity Volleyball teams qualified for Sectional play, and boys’ varsity hockey
played for the Sectional Championship but lost to Auburn. Congratulations to all of our athletes for their contributions and
for their eﬀort.
The Boys’ & Girls’ Varsity Bowling teams did a remarkable job this season. The girls’ team won 1st place at the Center State
Conference Championship with the overall pin fall of both division I and division II classes for a second year. They went on
to win 1st place at the Sectional Tournament and won the NYSPHSAA Section III Class "D" Championship for the third year
in a row. Senior Meghan Doris was an automatic qualifier for the State composite team with the overall highest average of
the conference with a 205, and the NYSPHSAA State Composite Team came in 2nd Place. Danielle Casab was the second
highest average in Center State Conference with an average of 181. New bowlers Calvin Hooper of Westmoreland ended
with the second highest average of 192 and Zachary Flint of Remsen with an average of 187.

Boys and Girls Indoor Track
Both boys and girls Indoor track teams won their second consecutive Class B-2 Section III Championship. Congratulations!

Soccer Teams Earn Honors
Several members of the CCS Boys Varsity Soccer team earned the designation of Center State
Conference Division 1 All Stars. First Team: Mesafint Ellingson (Grade 8), Garret Frank (Senior),
Henry Garner (Senior), Matthew Kowalczyk (Senior). Connor Frank (Senior), Matthew Lewis
(Junior), and Brian Sanders (Junior) received Honorable Mention. Congratulations!
The Clinton Girls Varsity Soccer team had another impressive season. Ranked 6th in New York
State, the team earned a sectional semi-final bid. Led by captains Allie Lehman, Jenna Devine and
Mackenzie Decker the team finished with a 14-3-2 record and retained the title of Center State Division I Champions
for the 5th consecutive year, with several members winning post-season honors.
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RELAY TEAM — Eva Borton anchored the section III Distance
Medley relay team to victory at the 2017-2018 NYSPHSAA
& NYS federation combined Indoor Track Championships
at Ocean Breeze in Staten Island. Borton was also the
highest scoring member for the section III class C State
Championship Cross Country team.

On February 9, surrounded by friends, family, coach and
team members, Jenna Devine signed her letter of intent to
play Division I soccer at Fordham University.

ELEMENTARY BAND — Elementary Band Students, under the direction of music teacher, Hilary Lopata had the honor of
performing in Albany for “NYSSMA Music in Our Schools Month”.

Cast of the high school musical, "9 to 5"

Students from all over New
York State perform annually
at the NYSSMA Solo Festival
to earn placement at the
Conference All-state Music
Festival. High school student
Libby Militello represented
CCS at the conference in
Rochester in early December.
This is the highest honor a
high school musician can
earn in New York State!
Congratulations!
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ELEMENTARY ART SHOW
The elementary art show
was held at the Artisan’s
Corner from Wednesday,
January 24 through the
entire month of February.
Thank you to all who
stopped by to support our
students!

MEXICAN SUGAR
SKULLS AND CLAY
WIZARDS
Grade three art students
have been learning about
traditional forms of folk
art, creating Mexican Sugar
Skulls. Grade five art club
created clay wizards.

STUDENTS' ART TO BE FEATURED — The artwork of two
students, Kimberly Blum (2019) and Abigail King (2018),
was chosen for publication by Davis Art to be included in
their monthly planner.

Face Painting
Members of the HS art club (Kim Blum, Bonnie
Bush, Megan Pugliese, and Fiona Quintana)
helped with face painting at the 100 year
hockey celebration held in February.
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Library News
First Graders answered the research question,
"How do humpback whales keep warm in the
icy, cold water surrounding Antarctica?" Amelie
Spadea is shown here feeling icy, cold water
through a normal Ziploc bag and then again
through a Ziploc bag insulated with "blubber"
(shortening). Fourth Grade classes “broke
out” using the district’s Breakout Edu kit as a
culminating activity for their research unit on
Nobel Prize winners.

Clinton Elementary School Participates in March
Madness 2018 … With A Literary Twist
While others in the world were obsessing over brackets featuring NCAA
Division 1 Men’s Basketball Teams, students at Clinton Elementary School
were obsessing on a bracket of their own: one featuring picture books.
Near the beginning of the month of March, a March Madness-style bracket
appeared on the bulletin board outside of the Clinton Elementary Library.
Presented as the initial “Elite Eight” were the covers of eight picture books
published in the year 2017:
The Three Billy Goats Gruﬀ illustrated by Jerry Pinkney
Be Quiet! by Ryan T. Higgins
Triangle by Mac Barnett
The Good For Nothing Button by Charise Mericle
Claymates by Dev Petty

Creepy Pair of Underwear by Aaron Reynolds
The Book of Mistakes by Corinna Luyken
XO, OX: A Love Story by Adam Rex

and the winner is...

Battle of the Books
Since October, the Middle School Battle of the
Books Club has been reading the 20 books
chosen for the competition. The CCS team won
at the local competition in Richfield Springs on
March 27. Regional competition will occured in
Albany on April 18, and will included a tour of
the New York State Museum and a presentation
by author, Joseph Bruchac. Thank you to
volunteer advisors Karen Zaleski and Melissa
Roy for making this possible. Besides serving
as a Library Media Specialist, Ms. Zaleski also
voluntarily advises ‘Makerspace”, and oﬀers
Journalism opportunities to high school and
middle school students.
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Hall of Distinction
Nominations Now Being
Accepted
The Hall of Distinction is designed to recognize
and celebrate graduates and retirees of the
school district for their accomplishments as
well as to inspire current students to future
success. Graduates or retirees selected for
induction into the Clinton Central School
Hall of Distinction will have exemplified
the tenets of the Clinton Central School’s
educational philosophy throughout their
lives, demonstrating outstanding professional
achievement in their chosen field as well
as contribution to society at an exceptional
level. Plaques summarizing the honorees
accomplishments are permanently displayed
in the second floor theatre lobby. Nomination
forms can be obtained in the Superintendent’s
Oﬃce or at https://www.ccs.edu/Page/1291.

The Clinton Central School District
Foundation
The mission of the Clinton Central School District Foundation
is to promote and support excellence in education in the
Clinton Central School System. The Foundation provides
additional resources to the Clinton Central School District in
collaboration with the School Administration and the Board
of Education to support programs and provide opportunities
that would otherwise be beyond the scope of the annual
operating budget of the school system. This past year, the
Foundation’s donation of $25,000 toward the development
of “Project Lead the Way” largely contributed to the full
implementation of the program. Again, thank you for the
ongoing support of the eﬀorts of Clinton Central School
District.
Please visit ww.ccs.edu/Page/110 for more information or
to donate.

Student "pays it forward" with
Change for Change
Natalie Cortright is an incredible fourth grade
student with a huge heart! She won the Santoli
Award last school year used her award to "pay
it forward" by starting Change for Change in
the elementary school!!! Change for Change is
a program where students, parents, and faculty
members donate their loose change to a charity.
Students voted to donate $602.04 to Spring
Farm Cares!!! Thank you to Natalie and all the
generosity that made this fundraiser possible!

Town-Gown Fund
The District again enjoyed the
support of a Hamilton College
Town-Gown grant in the amount
of $12,000 that will be used to move
our students and programs forward
in the area of digital communication
and production, and to enhance
our science program through the
construction of an observation bee
hive in our middle school. Thank
you for your ongoing support of
the mission of the Clinton Central
School District!

GREEN TEAM — The Clinton Elementary School
Green Team continues to learn more about
recycling and to educate the school community.
The Green Team is comprised of 29 fourth and fifth
grade students who have an interest in helping
our environment. With the help of Mrs. Moshier
and Mrs. Toia-Kramer, the Green Team students
collected and weighed bags of plastic film totaling
159 pounds which were then brought to Hannaford
Market for recycling. This occurred as part of the
Oneida Herkimer Solid Waste Authority's Plastic
Film Recycling Challenge.
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National Honor Society Inducts 51
On March 14, fifty-one students were inducted into the National Honor Society, making up 44% of the Class of 2019.
Inductees include:
Rebecca Allen
Jessica Bailey
Kimberly Blum
Eva Borton
Lauren Chmielewski
Julia Cicchinelli
Grace Collins
Giovanna Constantino
Vanessa DiLauro
Moreno Dizdarevic
Kaitlyn Dotsie
Sydni Dreimiller
Jack Drejza
Elizabeth Fehlner
Nicholas Frank
Audrey Gale
Bella Harrold
Madeleine Hearn
Margaret Hewitt
Connor Hinderling
Jackson Inzer

Elyse Jackson
Margaret Jones
Erin Kirk
Jullian Kiser
Brandon Koehler
Andrew Krom
Andries Kruger
Powers Lynch
Emmeline MacPherson,
Lindsey Markowicz

Ashley McNichol
Robert Musante
Nicholas Otto
Sarah Owens
Joseph Pascucci,
Julia Petreikis
Andrew Racioppa
Jessica Ritz
Kimberly Rivera
Nikesh Sharma

Mackenzie Siddon
Kacie Simzer
Preston Sperduto
Morgan Stephens
Erin Tracy
Alexis Trunfio
Victoria Villaverde
Sky Walter
Olivia Wightman
Alexis Williams

Drama Club News
Clinton Drama Club’s Spring One-Act Shows occurred on May 4 and 5. All three
productions were directed by members of the senior class. Megan Pugliese directed
The Little Princess, a production full of childhood innocence mixed with love and
adventure, based on the famous Antoine de Saint-Exupery’s The Little Prince. Hannah
Deering directed La Mouche, a short play about a French restaurant where a fly ends
up in a customer’s bowl of soup, and We Open Tomorrow Night?!, a show expressing the
diﬃculties of putting on a play and all the chaos that goes on during the dress rehearsal,
was directed by Nathan Gale. All three of these fantastic shows were family-friendly and
enjoyable. Thank you to all who attended for your support!

REMEMBRANCE DAY
On March 14, students voluntarily assembled in the theater to remember those who lost their lives in a school shooting at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. Pictures were displayed and short bios read for each of the 17 victims. The event
was initiated and executed by students, in particular Georgia Zoller and Margaret Jones, as their response to the call to
make their voices heard regarding gun violence and student safety. Letters and a banner signed by students was sent to
survivors at the school.
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Mathletics Team Takes 2nd Place
The final Mathletics contest took place at CCS where
the Clinton team came in at a very close second
place overall for this year’s season, scoring within
27 points of the first place team and 81 points over
the 3rd place team.. Pictured Left to Right: (Back
Row) Robert Musante (2019), Eva Borton (2019),
Yihan Xie (2019), Matthew Gadziala (2020), May
Butunoi (2020), Nicholas Gale (2020), and Roxee
Hughes (2020), Casey Vechery (2021); (Front Row):
Chris Rivera (2018), Nate Gale (2018), and Erik Smith
(2018) . The team is advised by High School math
teacher Nancy Zumpano.

MathCounts
The middle school MathCounts team won
the regional competition held at MVCC on
February 3. Leah Borton and Jason Rivera
finished first and second respectively in
the individual category. Team members
are (from left to right) Karina Davis, Joey
DeTraglia, Jason Rivera, Leah Borton, Eden
Knight, Georgia Deep and Emily Le. The
team is advised by middle school math
teacher Susan King.

HANGIN’ WITH HAMILTON — On February 16, middle school students and staﬀ again enjoyed an evening with Hamilton
College students who provided activities, food, guidance and inspiration. Thank you to organizers Kathy Spano and Amy
James and Clinton staﬀ members for making this possible.
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The classes of 2018, 2019, and 2020 received a donation
$5,210 from the Kirkland Police Department for their volunteer eﬀorts with the annual Craft Fair. Thank you!
POTTERY FOR PUERTO RICO — The Clinton High School Art
Department and Clinton Pottery partnered in the “Pottery
for Puerto Rico” eﬀort to raise funds for storm victims.
Together, students, High School art teacher and Clinton
Pottery owner Jonathan Woodward raised over $4,100
which was sent to the Glenview Baptist Church in Ponce,
PR for distribution. Thank you to all who participated.

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE FAIR — Elementary Science Fair
participants proudly display their certificates of achievement,
flanked by advisors Kelly Landry and Sarah Hullar. The
event was well attended despite inclement weather.

During a lockout situation that occurred in February, teachers and maintenance personnel responded immediately to
ensure our building remained safe. Mr. Gaetano and Mrs.
Petrie jumped in to help serve lunch to all students in a
timely manner.

START WITH HELLO — The goal of middle school members
of Rachel’s Warriors is to make the Clinton Middle School
a safer and more connected building, where bullying and
violence are replaced with kindness and respect. On April
6th, students initiated their “Start with Hello” project to
combat social isolation, inviting students, teachers, staﬀ,
administrators, and Board members to attend a kick-oﬀ
lunch. Middle school Rachel’s Warriors is advised by
teacher Aften Ford and social worker Mary Hosey-Pardi.
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TEDx Comes to the Middle School
TEDxClintonMiddleSchool was a collaborative event that
gave students a platform to talk about their passions with the
community. Mrs. Gaetano and Ms. Rys initiated a TED-Ed club
spanning a 13-week period where all 7th grade ELA students
created a talk, mentored by Mrs. Colburn’s AP English class.
Eleven students were chosen to take the stage on April 6 to
talk about the common theme “Our Turn,” recorded by Keith
DeStefanis. The talks explored personal experiences and passions
that resonated with the audience. The art installation on stage was
engineered by teachers Angelo Gaetano and Travis Owens. Utica
Coﬀee and Hannaford graciously provided refreshments.
Speakers included Alicia Amuso, Brianna Howe, Callie Kozak,
Haily Keiser, Ian Nessel, Isla McCullough, Jack Matteo, James
Klein, Jenna Bonomo, Landon Stilz, and Sophie Boucek.

About TEDx, x = independently organized event
In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx is a program of local, self-organized events that bring people together to share a TED-like experience. At a TEDx
event, TED Talks video and live speakers combine to spark deep discussion and connection. These local, self-organized events are branded TEDx, where x =
independently organized TED event. The TED Conference provides general guidance for the TEDx program, but individual TEDx events are self-organized.
(Subject to certain rules and regulations.)
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