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Policy Number: 4765
Policy Title: Online, Distance and Remote Learning
Background and Rationale for Change: The New York State School Boards Association
(NYSSBA) Policy Service created this local policy back in the spring of 2020, and then further
updated over the summer.
At this time, it is recommended to include this policy to provide board policy related to online
distance and remote learning. Most of the procedures and rules that we have been implementing
and following during the pandemic are either included in our reopening plans or have been
developed within our buildings and programs throughout the year. Embedding these common
expectations into policy will establish a foundation upon which to follow in the fuhire should we
need to.

Recommended Action: Adopt the recommended policy as indicated with a first reading on
March 23, 2021, and a second reading and adoption on April 13, 2021.

4765 ONLINE, DISTANCE, AND REMOTE LEARNING
( ) Required

(X) Local
(X) Notice

NEW NOTE: We have included an optional section on attendance and behavioral expectations^
JVhen students are learning remotely, •whether during a pandemic or not, we recommend holding
students to similar expectations for attendance and behavior, while recognizing that students'
home environments can vary greatly, and home life can intrude upon the classroom. Some school
rules and expectations translate better to remote learning than others, so it is important to allow
for flexibility. The ultimate outcome is for students to remain engaged in school, progressing
appropriately in their education.

NOTE: Optional text is provided below, to reflect that during emergency situations of extended
school closures, online learning can potentially be utilized to deliver the instructional program
for all grades, not only for courses granting credit toward a Regents Diploma.
Commissioner 's Regulation §100.5 (d) (10) permit districts to award course credit toward a
Regents Diploma to students through online courses (where instruction occurs solely through

digital or internet-based technologies) or blended courses (where instruction occiirs'bo^^^
to-face in classrooms and through digital or internet-based technologies). The Board has
discretion to decide if online course credit -will be allowed, and if it •will be through online only
or blended learning opportunities.

If the Board has not already made this decision, or if the district is already offering online
courses, NYSSBA recommends crafting a policy that reflects Board philosophy and offers
guidance to the school community, so that online learning opportunities are provided
consistently and equitably. Note that the Commissioner 's Regulations also contain other
provisions that any online or blended course must adhere to.
In developing this policy, the Board should be aware of potential collective bargaining issues,
and may wish to consult -with the school attorney to ensure that the policy is in alignment with
existing labor agreements. The Board should also consider the practical matters of online
availability for students both at home and at school.

The following policy is offered to permit the use of online or blended courses. As the policy
below notes, this is not the same as "distance learning. "
The Board of Education recognizes that new technologies are changing the way instmctional
material can be delivered to students. These technologies may permit the district to more
effectively reach all students and provide expanded and enriched ciirriculum opportunities.
Therefore, the Board encourages teachers and administrators to utilize online instmctional
opportunities for students. The use of distance learning opportunities (e.g., through BOCES),
where students attend class in the district with instmction provided remotely by a teacher at
another location, may be utilized but is not covered by this policy.
In accordance with Commissioner's regulations, the Board authorizes the use ofdistrictapproved online courses which enable students to cam course credit toward a Regent's Diploma,
in accordance with this policy. Such online course instruction may be used to supplement a class
offered by the district ("blended course") or it may be the sole mechanism for delivering the
subject matter ("online course"). Online courses may be provided either with district
instructional staff, through a BOCES contract, or through a shared services contract with another
school disti-ict.

The Superintendent is directed to develop the following:
1. a mechanism for reviewing and approving online educational programming that can be
used to enable students to earn course credit as either part of a blended or online course in
accordance with Commissioner's Regulations and policy 4200, Curriculum Management;
2. criteria and procedures for admitting students to online courses; and
3. methods for monitoring the efficacy of online courses. In developing the procedures
above, the Superintendent, with the assistance of appropriate staff, will consider:
the equitable access of students to blended and/or online courses;
the adequacy of instructional support for stidents utilizing blended and/or online
courses;

the budgetary impact of use of blended and/or online courses; and

the fit of online education resources to New York State learning standards.

Emergency Utilization Durins School Closures

This paragraph was added in the July update from NYSSBA
During emergency situations such as extended school closures, the disti'ict may utilize online
learning platforms and other electronic technology to deliver instiniction to students at all grade
levels in an age-appropriate manner, in order to maintain continuity of the insti^ctional program.
The district will consider the technological capacity of students and staff to access online
learning with respect to devices and internet access. The district may take steps to increase
technological capacity during the emergency school closures, such as providing computing
devices and temporary internet access devices.
Attendance and Behavioral Expectations

NEW NOTE: The specific rules for remote learning will vary depending on the technology
available to your district and students. The purpose of this section is to establish general
expectations, while acknowledging that learning remotely is not the same as learning in school.
As much as possible, the Board expects students learning remotely to observe similar behavioral
and attendance expectations as though they are in the school building. Therefore, the Board
establishes the following expectations:
1. Students must complete assignments and participate in class as set by teachers;
2. Students must demonsti-ate some form of daily attendance or participation, as provided in
policy 5100, Student Attendance;
3. When participating in live virtual classes, students must observe similar behavioral rules
as the in-school classroom;
4. Students must understand that taking photos/screenshots, audio or visual recordings of
classes can be disruptive to the teacher and students, and create an atmosphere not
conducive to open dialogue and sharing of information. Students are expected to refrain
from making such recordings, unless specified in an IEP or permitted by the teacher, and
must not use any recording to bully or harass any individual or for academic misconduct;
5. Student misbehavior while learning remotely will lead to consequences outlined in the
disti-ict's policies, including but not limited to the Code of Conduct and bullying policy;
6. Teachers must pay particular attention to the engagement of students learning remotely,
and initiate additional outreach activities when a student starts to fall behind in

participation, schoolwork or educational progress;
7. Teachers must communicate specific class mles and expectations, while understanding
that it is not always possible to perfectly recreate the school environment in the home;
and

8. Parents/guardians and families must understand that while their assistance may be needed
to resolve technological issues, their presence during learning time may be distracting to
their students, as well as to the teacher and other students during live virtual classes.
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