
2019 Summer 
Camp PLCs



Kindergarten 
Into Reading

Group members:
Renee Arcuri
Ashley Bradbury
Jodi Frank
Erin Higgins
Kelly Landry
Erin Muzio 

2019 Summer Camp PLC #1 - Kindergarten



Summary of Project 

To prepare for our new reading series, “Into Reading”, the KG team 
broke down the components of the first and second modules. 

Identified the hearts of the module, and added these essential 
standards into our curriculum map. 

We made anchor charts for each teacher, and created weekly 
themed newsletters for parents. We also created an assessment 
for use during the initial days of kindergarten. These assessments 
will help identify students quickly, and guide teachers in forming 
appropriate interventions. 

2019 Summer Camp PLC #1 - Kindergarten



First Grade Positivity 
Project Implementation

Group members:
● Tammy Billard
● Samantha DiPietro
● Sarah Patrei
● Rebecca Stilz
● Katie Parker 

2019 Summer Camp PLC #2 - 1st Grade



Summary of Project
During this Summer Camp PLC we worked together to implement the Positivity Project 
character strengths into our curriculum. Implementing these activities will be the foundation 
for creating a positive classroom/school community. Using the Positivity Project website we 
looked at the character strengths for each month. We plan to use the PowerPoint slides 
provided on the website while also incorporating supplemental activities. We found 
interactive tasks, crafts/projects, books for interactive read-alouds, and writing tasks that 
incorporate these traits. Including a wide variety of instructional activities will help the 
students to make connections to these character strengths. Based on collaboration with the 
school librarian, we plan on creating a positivity partnership with other grade levels.

2019 Summer Camp PLC #2 - 1st Grade



K-5 Story Walk

Group members:
● Lynn Hall
● Katie Parker
● Lisa Tickle

2019 Summer Camp PLC #3 - K-5 Specials



For our PLC, we contacted the Marcellus Free Library regarding the origin of the Story Walk at the Baltimore Woods 
Nature Center and then later visited a Story Walk in Skaneateles on August 27, 2019.  From our visit to the Story Walk in 
Skaneateles, we learned that the Story Walk was sponsored by the Skaneateles Library which prompted a visit to this 
institution.  While there, we interviewed the library director about the origin of the Story Walk.  She shared that their 
Story Walk is part of a larger initiative and that a permanent Story Walk could be found at Rose Tree Media Park in 
Media, PA.  She also suggested that we visit a Story Walk in nearby Hoopes Park in Auburn, which we did.  Based on 
these visits, we better understand the importance of directionality when installing signposts, as well as numbering and 
branding.

We also contacted author Ryan T. Higgins regarding an author visit in May 2020 to inaugurate our Clinton Elementary 
Story Walk.  We will follow up on this pending his response with funding from Arts-In-Education.  We envision three 
45-minute presentations, as well as public inauguration of the Story Walk on the playground at the start of the school 
day.  Invited guests would include Superintendent Grimm, members of the Board of Education, staff of the Kirkland Town 
Library, staff of area nursery schools, as well as the members of the press (Waterville Times, Clinton Record, as well as 
WKTV).  Area nursery schools will be invited to visit the Story Walk as part of their annual tours of Clinton Elementary 
School. We created a mock invitation to this event.

We have been awarded funding from the CTA Dare to Dream grant.  We contacted the CTA regarding accessing this 
funding. We also contacted Ryan O’Rourke regarding the manufacturing of the signposts by one of his technology 
classes. We envision a total eighteen signposts and brainstormed sustainable funding for purchase of books, related 
artifacts, and annual author visits.

2019 Summer Camp PLC #3 - K-5 Specials



Supplemental Instructional 
Materials for Math and ELA

Group members:
● Amy Randall
● Mareesa Tomaino

2019 Summer Camp PLC #4 - K-5 Resource



Summary of Project 

For our PLC we focused on finding fun, hands-on learning activities that support 
K-5 Math and ELA skills.  We created resource binders that are organized by 
standards/module topics for each grade level.  Each grade level binder has 
supplemental materials that will support our struggling students in the general 
education classroom.  We found fun, hands-on learning games, task cards, and 
resources that will engage all learners while meeting student IEP goals.  Finding 
engaging activities will increase student motivation and participation.   Product 

2019 Summer Camp PLC #4 - K-5 Resource

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18zdm1s1iu7LMgXQonCvAwGRMlCwTiFy0xitDo3wJ4AI/edit


Throwback Science 8… 
Grades 5-7

Group members:
● Trisha Boucher

2019 Summer Camp PLC #5 - G7-8 Science



Throwback Science Grade 8…
Throwing back to grades 5-7

The Science 8 students take the NYS Intermediate Level Science 8 Written and Performance 
Exam at the end of the school year.  This content of this test includes topics from grades 5-8.  
In Science 8, our main focus is grade 8 material.  However, it is important to incorporate 
grades 5-7 from time to time.  I do include topic questions as bonus on each unit test… but I 
would like to start to do “Throwback” lessons in the classroom from time to time.  

I analyzed each question from the 2019, 2018 and 2019 exams and assigned each question 
#1-85 the grade level in which it was taught.  I then categorized the questions into a group 
and will use these questions in class to “Throwback” their knowledge in preparation for their 
final exam.

2019 Summer Camp PLC #5 - G7-8 Science



Middle School Math 
Academic Support & 
Skills Development

Group members:
Michelle Taranto, Susan Karam, Jessie Mastracco, Kimberly Broderick

2019 Summer Camp PLC #6 - G6-8 SPED



Report out:

Grade 6 -supplemental support: 
I looked at the standards/ math modules and aligned supplemental resources to support lower achieving math 
students. All materials are organized by module/standards. Materials include IXL categories, supplemental 
lessons/ activities, worksheet resources, technology supports, and word wall resources.  Product 

Grade 7 - Supplemental Support Materials:
I looked at Adriane’s Rubicon Atlas to organize my supplemental materials by topic and 
standard. I then created a google document and organized all of my materials by topic. I 
included I can statements, cumulative review materials, as well as helpful websites in addition 
to supplemental materials. Click here for the end product.

Grade 8- Supplemental Support Materials: 
Report out
Product

2019 Summer Camp PLC #6 - G6-8 SPED

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QeiVavDC_JvvOhMOmqijAx20SIYuMQRy1OinsFIZ5ME/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z7QwWC5mvjGdd1H_jHE5CsJJsT2MCiREHAz6UpopkbQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c78tJptBO9pVBP8EqP3l7jPJseUourbjOlNP-4uAn_4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19j7ge9D1GaaSY-ZGMv1NmA8Vo3GQkskAkzjAS2E1Kqk/edit


Integrating Chromebooks 
into Math 7 and 8

Group members:
● Adriane Gemelli
● Susan King

2019 Summer Camp PLC #7 - G7-8 Math



Doing Math on Chromebooks

As computer based testing is on the radar for the Board of Regents, math needs to begin to 
integrate the computer into all aspects of a math lesson.  Recently software has become 
available on the chromebooks that allow students to show work by writing on the computer 
using a stylus or their finger. That allows for practice on more than just multiply choice 
questions on the computer,

Mrs. Gemelli introduced the chromebooks last year and has become proficient at using them 
in the math classroom.   Mrs. King has ordered chromebooks and will be following Mrs. 
Gemelli’s lead.  Together, through experimenting with available programs and doing research 
on how others have used it, we are converting lessons to google docs to be used in Google 
Classroom.  

2019 Summer Camp PLC #7 - G7-8 Math



Immigration Through Ellis 
Island

Group members:
● Phyllis Lopiccolo
● Natalie Bock 

2019 Summer Camp PLC #8 - G8 ELA



Immigration Through Ellis Island

GOALS: The goal of this Summer Camp was to create a collaborative project between ELA8 
and SS8 on the topic of immigration through Ellis Island. This project will also coincide with 
the 8th grade trip to the Ellis Island Museum and the Statue of Liberty in October. 

PROJECT: To prepare students for our field trip and project, we discussed a series of 
anticipatory activities that students would engage in for each class. We then created an 
activity for students to complete while at the Ellis Island Museum, in which students would 
walk through the rooms while considering the perspectives and experiences of immigrants 
who travelled through Ellis Island. Finally, we developed a collaborative project in which 
students will answer the who, what, when, where, why and how of an immigrant’s journey in 
a format of their choosing. Project options are clearly defined and are based on Gardner’s 
Multiple Intelligences. The project will culminate in Cultural Day, in which students will 
present their projects and hear from a speaker from the Mohawk Valley Resource Center for 
Refugees. 

2019 Summer Camp PLC #8 - G8 ELA



Launch Creative Freedom 
Fridays

Group members:
● 7th grade team

2019 Summer Camp PLC #9 - G7 Creative Freedom Fridays



Creative Freedom Friday: Launch

The 7th grade team had the opportunity to read John Spencer’s Launch book as a 
follow-up to our amazing “Creative Freedom Friday” initiative that we collaborated on 
last year.  
Having one year under our belts and lots of questions, comments and concerns, we 
wanted to dive back in to come up with solutions that made this process more 
beneficial for our students and for us.  
We came up with a plan for how to introduce the LAUNCH cycle to our students to give 
them (and us) more direction and guidance.  
We evaluated our program layout and changed it up so that the same teacher(s) has 
CF2 every Friday of one month instead of throughout the year as a way to more 
effectively pass the torch with projects.  
We also decided to offer students more report out options other than just the Shark 
Tank event since that format didn’t meet the needs of all of our projects.   

2019 Summer Camp PLC #9 - G7 Creative Freedom Fridays



Making Algebra 
Accessible 

Group members:
● Margaret Steele
● Chris Carbone 

2019 Summer Camp PLC #10 - G9-10 Algebra



Making Algebra Accessible 

This project was designed to assist struggling students with user friendly instructional 
materials for the required Algebra class that is a requirement for high school graduation.  The 
materials that we are creating are a collaboration between the content area teacher and the 
special educator in order to allow students the best opportunity for success.  The students in 
this class have already had one year of instruction under a previous teacher, and this material 
is the second year of both new material and review of previously taught material.  

The design of our product is to allow students the best opportunity to learn the high 
frequency, high point value questions utilizing both original teacher created materials 
specifically designed for this population in addition to the most important element of 
questions that are taken directly from previous exams in order for students to experience and 
practice questions in the manner that they will be assessed. 

2019 Summer Camp PLC #10 - G9-10 Algebra



Global History 9 
Reference Book

Group members:
● Brian McIntosh
● Lori Smith

2019 Summer Camp PLC #11 - G9 Global History



The project was to create a bound edition of the most important materials for Global History 
Nine. Many of these items are graphic organizers for specific assignments and activities 
posted in Buzz and or in a Google document. The finished product will be a bound book used 
as a workbook, and a reference for projects, exams and essays.  

The first page for each unit distills down the curriculum to its core of big ideas which helps the 
students realize the essential information they need to acquire.

All of the content and skill based activities are from the new Social Studies Framework for 
Global History Nine. In addition, the bound material addresses RtI/Differentiation as it uses 
scaffolding to build writing skills, and assist with the organization of content. Graphic 
organizers are included to assist weaker students on a variety of tasks. 

To develop students’ reading comprehension and analytical skills, the reference book contains 
primary and secondary material where students can highlight and annotate the text to develop 
a deeper understanding of historical information in context. 

2019 Summer Camp PLC #11 - G9 Global History



AP Physics Free 
Response Homework & 
Assessment Manual

Group members:
● Tayler Clark

2019 Summer Camp PLC #13 - G11-12 AP Physics



Summary
Looking at data from my past 2 AP exams to increase my scores to more 3s, 4s, 5s students need to earn 
more points on Free Response questions

Section 2: Free Response Format: This section contains 5 free-response questions of the following types:

● Experimental Design (1 question)
● Qualitative/Quantitative Translation (1 question)
● Short Answer: Paragraph Argument (1 question)
● Short Answer (2 questions)

I organized free response questions into units from past AP exams, AP secure documents, Tippers, 
Albert.IO and resources from National AP Physics Facebook group.

My goal is to give students a free response question for homework once a week that will be gone 
over in class as a group.

I also aligned labs for students to have more experimental design, linearize data, and have more 
qualitative/quantitative analysis.

2019 Summer Camp PLC #13 - G11-12 AP Physics



Integrating Recycling into 
the Clinton Community

Group members:
● Meredith Callaghan

2019 Summer Camp PLC #14 - G12 Environmental Geology



I developed a more cohesive “thought thread” for a unit 
highlighting the awesome solid waste program we have 
in Oneida County (OHSWA).

1. I developed material to connect the issue of waste management to 
what we’ve already studied (e.g.  material flow & greenhouse gases)

2. I adapted a debate & collaborate project to illustrate the pros & cons of 
various waste management methods.

3. I created webquests to guide students through the OHSWA website
4. Unit assessment is a lab practical - students are asked to find the best 

disposal option for a variety of materials using the OHSWA website. 

2019 Summer Camp PLC #14 - G12 Environmental Geology



Drawing & Painting /AP 
Drawing Exemplars

Group members:
● Mindy Pavone

2019 Summer Camp PLC #15 - G9-12 Art



Summary
The goal was to create examples of mastery for projects within units in the Drawing and 
Painting & AP Drawing courses. 

The new art standards were incorporated in the units which include examples of mastery so 
that students will have visual aids that will further support their learning of the unit. By 
providing examples of mastery aids, students are better equipped to achieve the necessary 
level of art that is required of them.

2019 Summer Camp PLC #15 - G9-12 Art



5th Grade Social Studies 
Curriculum Map and 
Outline

Group members:
● Theresa Chesebro
● Heather Cirelli
● Laura Pominville

2019 Summer Camp PLC #16 - G5 Social Studies



Social Studies 

We worked on creating a viable map for the 5th Grade Social Studies inquiries. We 
created a twenty-week daily lesson plan outline, and updated the curriculum map in 
Rubicon Atlas.

● Researched and obtained resources to supplement lessons through Buzz
● Developed a new introduction to the units to review background knowledge of 

geographic terms and map skills 
○ This is to address a need we observed this year that students need the 

foundation to build understanding for the rest of the unit
●  Created week long project based assessments for each core standard and plans 

to scaffold to promote student understanding and success

2019 Summer Camp PLC #16 - G5 Social Studies



SUPA Research Support

Group members:
● Karen Zaleski
● Kathleen Washburn

2019 Summer Camp PLC #17 - SUPA Bio



SUPA Research Support

● Ordered 2 Biological Resource Manuals
● Karen attending SU Library Resource Training on 7/9

○ Compiled a list of questions 
● Assessed our own CCS Resources and looking into purchasing a few new 

sources
● Contacted Kristen Strohmeyer at Hamilton College Library and will set up visit in 

December
● Will continue use of NoodleTools for resource management

2019 Summer Camp PLC #17 - SUPA Bio



Mental Health Matters

Group members:
● Mallory Faffley
● Mike Tesak

2019 Summer Camp PLC #19 - Mental Health



Summary
Recently, NYS released the new standards for mental health. With suicide on the rise, along 
with noticing that our students are struggling with feeling comfortable in our school climate 
and mental/emotional health, we wanted to completely re-work the mental health unit. We 
used the NYS mental health standards as a guide, and created lessons and activities that 
meet those standards. Some of the activities created include:

- A personal self reflection of coping mechanisms
- A list of coping mechanisms that can be used
- Highs and Lows of Life activity 
- Coping with Loss reflection
- Letter to your Future self
- Break the Stigma mental illness infographic and PSA project

Topics covered in the unit include: mental health vs. mental illness, failure and resiliency in 
success, coping with emotions, coping with grief, stress and stress management techniques, 
suicide prevention and awareness, mental illnesses, and self esteem.

2019 Summer Camp PLC #19 - Mental Health


