
Budget Vote: May 21, 2013
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Theatre Lobby

Value for Next Year, Planning for the Future
 At its meeting on April 16, the Clinton Board of Education adopted a $24,204,966 spending plan for the 2013-2014 
school year. This spending plan was arrived at through a process of cooperation and collaboration by the Board of Educa-
tion and the District’s administration. Signifi cant challenges were overcome in the budget formulation process and the 
end product is one that balances the district’s educational mission with the need to be responsible to the taxpayer and the 
long-term fi nancial well-being of the district. The budget represents a 4.6 percent increase in spending and will rely on a 
proposed 2.95 percent tax levy increase, $315,000 in fund balance usage, and $957,851 in spending reductions from our 
initial roll-over budget projections.
 Increasing costs, increasing mandates, stagnant state aid, yet a driving commitment to providing a superior educa-
tional program: this was the challenge faced by district months ago at the beginning of the budget process. Through robust 
conversations about what we value in the educational program, and what areas of our spending plan represent the best 
value for the dollar, we collaboratively built a proposal that is responsible to our students and our taxpayers. Despite some 
staff  reductions, the academic program will remain strong. Our goal of ensuring that every child who graduates from Clin-
ton is college, career, and citizenship ready, necessitated that we scrutinize every preceding educational level to guarantee a 
properly laid foundation for success. We found that the foundation is strong and gett ing stronger thanks to the commitment 
and professionalism of our administration, faculty and staff  and the support of the community. The articles and pictures 
included in this newslett er are just a few of the many examples of our students excelling in all manner of activities. 
 The impact on the taxpayer was also an important factor in the budget deliberation process. The proposed 2.95 per-
cent tax levy increase will raise $403,518 in revenue for the continuation of the district’s programs. According to New York 
State’s property tax levy cap enacted in 2012, Clinton’s allowable increase for 2013-2014 is 4.24 percent. The district decided 
to go out with a levy increase below the allowable limit in recognition of the tax burden that residents are already facing 
in these uncertain fi nancial times. Judicious use of our available fund balance was another element of this diffi  cult budget 
equation. 
 In the past year, and included in the upcoming year’s budget, the district has sought to undertake measures that 
add value to our already strong program and outstanding facilities. Some examples of these value adding initiatives                         
include:
 • Approval of a Capital Project (February, 2013)
 • Professional development focused on the Common Core Standards for our Instructional staff 
 • Investments in technology upgrades to meet the learning and assessment needs of students
 • Construction of a new Elementary Playground entirely funded through donations
 • Transition to a district-wide centralized printing model
 These investments will pay dividends in the coming year and beyond. 

 Providing for the district’s future was an important consideration in the development of the spending plan. Wisely, 
the Board of Education examined the long-term liabilities of the district and has sought to plan accordingly. Some of these 
liabilities include a state aid take-back from the Theatre project, paying down our Capital Fund Defi cit, and retirement 
benefi ts for an expected large number of retirees in the coming year. We believe this degree of planning is an essential part 
of preparing for the future of our district. 
 The 2013-2014 budget development process was a collaborative eff ort that maximized value, was sensitive to the 
community, and planned for the future. Please be sure to vote on May 21, 2013, in the lobby of the Performing Arts Center 
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Mary Lou Lauchert, Board of Education President and Matt hew Reilly, Superintendent of Schools

&
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What happens if this budget proposal is defeated?

The Board of Education has three options under the law.

 • Submit the same budget to the voters for a second vote on the third Tuesday of June;
 • Revise and submit the budget for a second vote on the third Tuesday of June;
 • Reduce the budget by eliminating the purchase of equipment and any amount tied to the 
  community’s use of the school facilities and declare a contingency budget without a second vote.

If the Board of Education adopts a contingency budget, equipment expenditures of $103,000 will be 
removed and other items as required by New York State Education Department regulations.

??

Revenues… where the money 
will come from 

Revenues Actual
2012-2013

Budget
2013-2014

Local Property Tax $13,678,596 $14,082,114
State Aid  $8,625,491 $9,203,893
Fund Balance  $225,000 $315,000
Other  $610,959 $603,959
Total Revenue $23,140,046 $24,204,966

Expenditures... where the money 
will be spent

Expenditure Actual
2012-2013

Budget
2013-2014

Instruction  $9,782,175  $10,513,348 
Benefi ts  $6,572,391  $7,082,092 
Debt Service/Transfers  $2,571,322  $2,520,348 
Transportation  $790,841  $809,496 
Operations & Maintenance  $1,437,015  $1,389,702 
Administration  $1,986,302  $1,889,980
Total Expenditure  $23,140,046  $24,204,966 
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Notice
Absentee Ballot Applications

are available in the Superintendent’s Offi  ce 
or by calling (315)557-2253.

PROPOSITION 1
Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Clinton Cen-
tral School District, Oneida County, New York, is hereby 
authorized to expend and there is hereby appropriated, the 
sum of $24,204,966 estimated by it to be necessary for school 
purposes for the fi scal year commencing July 1, 2013 and to 
raise so much thereof as may be necessary by tax on the tax-
able property in said School District.

PROPOSITION 2
Shall the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School 
District be authorized to purchase two (2) 66 passenger 
school buses and one (1) 20 passenger bus at a total esti-
mated cost of $275,000, including necessary furnishings, fi x-
tures and equipment and all other necessary costs inciden-
tal thereto and to expend a total sum not to exceed $275,000, 
which is estimated to be the total maximum cost thereof, 
and levy a tax which is hereby voted for the foregoing in 
the amount of $275,000, which shall be levied and collected 
in annual installments in such years and in such amounts 
as may be determined by the Board of Education and in         
anticipation of the collection of such tax, bonds and notes of 
the District are hereby authorized to be issued at one time 
or from time to time in the principal amount not to exceed 
$275,000, and a tax is hereby voted to pay the interest on 
said obligations when due?      

PROPOSITION 3
Shall the Clinton Central School District be authorized to   
expend such monies necessary that are not funded by Town, 
Village, or grant resources up to, but not to exceed $30,000, 
to hire a School Resource Offi  cer, and to pay for such sum, 
to the extent necessary, through the necessary real property 
taxes which shall be raised by a tax on taxable property in 
the District?

New York State requires districts to present their pro-
posed budgets in three categories: program, capital and 
administrative.  The chart below shows the dollar amount 
and percentage of spending in each of those three catego-
ries in the 2012 – 2013 budget and the proposed 2013 – 
2014 budget.  An explanation of what is included in each 
of the categories is provided below.  

Program:

2012 – 13.………$16,243,350….70.19%
2013 – 14……….$17,237,884….71.21%

Capital:

2012 – 13.………$4,495,035….19.42%
2013 – 14……….$4,441,241….18.34%

Administrative:

2012 – 13.………$2,401,661….10.37%
2013 – 14……….$2,525,841….10.43%

Total:

2012 – 13.………$23,140,046….100.00%
2013 – 14……….$24,204,966….100.00%

Program Includes:

All instructional programs, transportation, athletics,    
co-curricular and associated employee benefi ts.

Capital Includes:

Operation of buildings, maintenance of buildings,           
refunded taxes, debt service, and associated employee 
benefi ts.

Administrative Includes:

Board of Education, central administration, fi nance, legal 
services, personnel, special items, supervision of instruc-
tion and associated employee benefi ts.

Three – Part Budget 
Summary

All-Class Reunion 
Planned for July

The CCS Alumni Association has been busy organiz-
ing its seventh All-Class Reunion which begins with 
the fourth of July parade and fi reworks, with events 
planned over the following three days that include golf, 
school tours, a duck race, individual class reunions, and 
much more. A tentative schedule of activities and regis-
tration forms are available on the website at www.ccs.
edu under the Community tab. Please spread the word!
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School District Budget Notice

Overall Budget Proposal Budget Adopted for 
the 2012-13
School Year

Budget Proposed for 
the 2013-14
School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 2013-14
School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 23,140,046 $ 24,204,966 $ 23,801,448

Increase/Decrease for the 2013-14 School Year $ 1,064,920 $ 661,402

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 4.6% 2.86%

Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.1%
Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Including Levy 
to Support Library Debt, if applicable $ 13,678,596 $ 14,082,114 $ 13,678,596

Total Permissible Exclusions $ 484,561 $ 667,159
A. Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Not Including Levy for
Permissible Exclusions or Levy to Support Library Debt $ 13,194,035 $ 13,414,955

B. School Tax Levy Limit, Not Including Levy for Permissible 
Exclusions $ 13,306,208 $ 13,591,433

Difference: A - B (Positive Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval
- See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) $ - 112,173 $ -176,478

Administrative Component $ 2,401,661 $ 2,525,841 $ 2,515,036

Program Component $ 16,243,350 $ 17,237,884 $ 17,061,997

Capital Component $ 4,495,035 $ 4,441,241 $ 4,224,415

If the Board of Education adopts a contingency budget, equipment expenditures of $103,000 will be 
removed and other items as required by New York State Education Department regulations.

List Separate Propositions that are not 
included in the Total Budgeted Amount:
(Tax Levy associated with propositions not 
eligible for exclusion may affect property tax 
levy limit and voter approval requirements)

Description Amount

School Resource Officer $30,000
School Bus Purchase $275,000

Under the Budget Proposed
for the 2013-14 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1
$ 658

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2013-2014 by the qualified voters of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida County, New York, 

will be held at the Theatre Lobby in said district on Tuesday, May 21, 2013 between the hours of 7:00am and 8:00pm, prevailing time in the 

Middle School, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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7.81% of budget

Board of Education
Central Administration
Business Administration
Auditing
Treasurer
Tax Collection
Fiscal Agent Fees
Legal Services
Personnel
Central Printing
Data Processing
Liability/Property Insurance
Refund Taxes
BOCES Administration
Curriculum Development
Supervision of Schools

SUBTOTAL

2012 - 2013 
Budget

 
 23,909 

 178,204 
 340,576 
 46,400 
 14,600 
 9,185 

 15,400 
 120,200 
 25,364 
 94,042 
 36,013 

 105,000 
 1,000 

 336,035 
 9,000 

 631,374 
 

1,986,302 

Administration
2013 - 2014 

Proposed

 22,369 
 178,012 
 319,351 
 26,650 
 15,008 
 9,000 

 15,400 
 70,450 
 24,654 
 92,305 
 31,000 

 105,000 
 5,000 

 331,146 
 9,000 

 635,635 

 1,889,980 

43.43% of budget

Teaching/Regular School
Special Education
Library/Media
Computer Instruction
Guidance
Health Services
Psychological Services
Social Work Services
Co-Curricular Activities
Athletics

SUBTOTAL

2012 - 2013 
Budget

 
 6,565,383 
 1,478,474 

 225,628 
 436,968 
 228,177 
 159,804 
 77,888 

 130,773 
 168,603 
 310,477 

 9,782,175 

Instruction
2013 - 2014 

Proposed

 6,852,546 
 1,764,501 

 186,646 
 503,934 
 252,263 
 174,831 
 77,888 

 156,128 
 192,698 
 351,913 

 
10,513,348 

29.26% of budget

Health, Dental & Vision Insurance
Teachers’ Retirement
Employees’ Retirement
Social Security (FICA)
Workers Compensation
Life Insurance
Unemployment Insurance
Disability Insurance
Benefi ts Administration
Employee 403B Diff eral

SUBTOTAL

2012 - 2013 
Budget

 
 3,919,061 
 1,049,627 

 310,777 
 801,426 
 80,000 
 13,000 

 -   
 4,500 
 4,000 

 390,000 
 

6,572,391 

Benefi ts
2013 - 2014 

Proposed

 3,876,586 
 1,322,254 

 341,192 
 798,960 
 80,000 
 13,000 
 50,000 
 4,500 
 5,600 

 590,000 
 

7,082,092 

3.34% of budget

Transportation
BOCES Maintenance 

SUBTOTAL

2012 - 2013 
Budget

 
 597,841 
 193,000 

 
790,841 

Student Transportation
2013 - 2014 

Proposed

616,496 
193,000 

 
809,496 

9.91% of budget

School Construction Bonds
School Bus Bonds
Energy Performance Contract
Revenue Anticipation Note

SUBTOTAL

2012 - 2013 
Budget

 
 1,897,268 

 174,973 
 332,909 
 45,000 

 
2,450,150 

Debt Service
2013 - 2014 

Proposed

 1,903,305 
 180,871 
 270,000 
 45,000 

 
2,399,176 

5.74% of budget

Custodial Services
Maintenance Expenses

SUBTOTAL

2012 - 2013 
Budget

 
 1,240,280 

 196,735 
 

1,437,015 

Operations and Maintenance
2013 - 2014 

Proposed

1,203,005 
186,697 

 
1,389,702 

.50% of budget

School Food Service
Special Education/Summer School
Capital Transfer

SUBTOTAL

2012-2013 
Budget

 
  5,000 
 11,000 

 105,172 
 

121,172 

Interfund Transfers
2013-2014 
Proposed

 5,000 
 11,000 

 105,172 

 121,172  

    TOTAL PROPOSED BUDGET 
 

2012-2013 Budget:    23,140,046      
2013-2014 Proposed:  24,204,966 

Proposed 2013-2014 
Breakdown of Expenditures
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Chamber Singers
The Clinton High School Chamber 
Singers had the great pleasure of 
singing and sitt ing down with the 
international A Cappella group Ball 
in the House. On Wednesday, March 
27th, the Chamber Singers traveled 
to Whitesboro High School for an 
afternoon of rehearsal and performance 
with this spectacular performing 
group. The concert was sponsored 
by the family of Richard Robinson. 
The late Mr. Robinson was the 
superintendent of Whitesboro Schools 
for several years and had a great love 
for the arts. The CCS Chamber Singers 
(after weeks of preparation!) joined the 
Holland Patent Select Choir and the 
Whitesboro Chamber Choir in singing 
with Ball in the House for their opening 
number. This was an incredibly 
inspiring experience for our students. 
CCS is very thankful to Mrs. Jane Beck and Mrs. Helen Robinson and family for giving us this tremendous opportunity.

Participating students were: Haley Allen, Carly Dennison, Kayla Emerson, Eliza Hammes, Taylor Reese, Miranda Riley, 
Victoria Zhushma, Joan Allaire, Bailey Bach, Taylor Brown, Rosalie Cicchinelli, Marilyn Cirrincione, Allie Gale, Sydney 
Howlett , Jenifer Morgan-Davie, Jordan Reese, Katie Schlosser, Maddy Soults, Shaelyn Winkler, Annie Zeina, Zack Balkcom, 
Andres Garcia, Brett  Hammes, Rueben Hernandez, Jack Murphy, Noah Morgan, Liam Pierce, Ian Pott s, and Josh Willsey.

Charlott e Bausch, (Hamilton), Julia Cranell, Vito            
Valenzi (Whitesboro), Igor Dunikov, Olivia Kodsy, 
Casey Miller (Clinton), Julia Madore, and Savannah 
Sears (New Hartford), participated in the    Exploring 
Museum Careers Program at    Munson-Williams-Proc-
tor Arts Institute. In this program, the students learned 
fi rst-hand about all aspects of producing an exhibition, 
as they worked with MWPAI staff  on everything from   
selecting the artworks to presenting the exhibition 
opening gallery talk. They began by meeting with the 
museum curators an reviewing objects in the museum’s 
collection. In subsequent meetings the students met and 
worked with other museum staff  to learn about each 
person’s career background and role at the museum. 
The students completed regular assignments and par-
ticipated in art research, publication design, marketing, 
exhibition layout and installation, object label writing; 
and audio guide production for the exhibition. 

Students Serve as Museum Curators at MWPAI
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CCS will bid farewell to six staff  members who have collective-
ly served the children of Clinton for nearly 130 years. They are: 
Nancy Schiedo, secondary ELA teacher; Irene Parish, Family 
and Consumer Services teacher; Denise Gigliott i, elementary 
school aide; Caroline Phillips, elementary school aide; Linda 
McComb, bus driver; and Cindy Higgins, Director of Instruc-
tion and Pupil Personnel Services. We congratulate our retirees 
and are grateful for their contributions. 

Spanish News
Spanish III students spent the month of March learning 
about Hispanic cuisine and how to give formal commands. 
Students shared their talents with their families by prepar-
ing Spanish language cooking shows and serving food to 
parents, siblings, and friends. Spanish IV students fi nished 
El Principito by Antoine St. Exupéry, their fi rst full-length 
Spanish language novel. This book contains exceptional 
messages for every stage of life and students refl ected beau-
tifully in their class conversations and online journals about 
lessons learned.

Spanish V students are busy preparing for the AP exam. 
Students have focused on works inspired by the Spanish 
Civil War and continue to have interesting discussions 
about Latin American relations, especially in light of recent 
current events.

PTA Refl ections 
Winners Announced
One hundred and thirty students at Clinton 
Elementary, Middle and High School 
participated in the 2012-2013 National PTA 
Refl ections Program through the Clinton Central 
School PTA. Students created work in literature, 
visual art, music composition and photography 
in response to this year's theme "The Magic of 
the Moment."

The following students placed in the program. 
First place winners work will advance to the 
Leatherstocking Region level PTA for further 
judging. Congratulations to all students for 
submitt ing their work.

Winners include:
Grades K-2
Visual Arts 
1st - Elise Pape

Grades 3-5
Visual Arts
1st - Kayla Heinis
2nd - Christopher Smith
3rd - Samantha Nicholas
Honorable Mention- Sara Keville
Photography
1st - Harrison Knight
2nd - Deven Smith
3rd - Gwendolyn Williams
Literature
1st - Bella Ixmata Schaaff 
2nd - Lily Collins
3rd - Taylor Heinis
Honorable Mention - Jacob Lewis

Middle School:
Musical Composition
1st - Anica Shepherd
Literature
1st - Nathan Gale
2nd - Breanna Hughes
3rd - Antonia Cardamone
Honorable Mention - Abigail King, Joey Lewis,  
           Chris Rivera
Photography
1st - Luke Kramer

High School:
Photography
1st - Jordan Provost
2nd - Alissa Pryputniewicz
3rd- Emily Dougherty
Honorable Mention- Arianna Drissi

Administrator Honored
Mrs. Cindy Higgins, Director of Instruction and Pupil Person-
nel Services, was honored at an event held on May 9, 2013.  
Mrs. Higgins is the worthy recipient of a Distinguished Ser-
vice Award, recognizing the many contributions she has made 
to the Clinton Central School District. 

As stated by her nominator: “I know of no stronger advocate 
for the welfare of children than Cindy Higgins. Though I have 
worked with her for only four short years, I know that her 32 
years in education and 21 years in the Clinton Central Schools 
tell the story of a woman dedicated to the growth and learning 
of ALL children. Cindy is a passionate, selfl ess, energetic, opti-
mistic problem solver who instills, in everyone around her, the 
desire to perform at their highest possible level, and succeed”. 
On March 1, 2013, Cindy announced her retirement eff ective 
at the end of the school year. The Distinguished Service Award 
is an appropriate recognition for all that she has done for the 
children of the Clinton Central School District.

Congratulations 
to our Retirees
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Elementary Students Blind Us With Science 
at the Annual Science Fair

Sixth grade science classes gained additional information about the 
Physical Science units recently from visiting guest speakers.

To sum up the Earth and Moon Systems unit, Mr. Garvis DiLauro 
spoke to the students about his job responsibilities at the FPM Group. 
Mr. DiLauro shared a slideshow of his photos of the moon and spoke 
about the moons infl uence on our earth.

As part of the unit on Light and Optics, annual guests, Dr. Joe Gale 
and Mr. Michael Hayduk visited classrooms. Mr. Hayduk informed 
students about his work in laser technology and fi ber optics. Dr. Gale 
spoke about his work and routines at Mohawk Valley Retina. Students 
were educated about the problems associated with sight and how 
these issues can be corrected. Mr. Daryl Inniss was able to visit our 
class and discuss the science behind communication and how large 
amounts of information can be sent around the world through the 
use of light! 

In January, Dr. Gordon Jones, Professor of Physics at Hamilton College and former CCS student Katie Pierce arrived with 
an assortment of instruments to help students understand the Physical Science of Sound. They even broke a glass using 
sound waves!

Miss Baker, Mr. Hullar and Mrs. Ford would like to thank each guest for their time and sharing their expertise.

Sixth Grade Science
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High School Science News
Two teams of high school students, consisting of 5 students each, 
competed in the Oneida County Envirothon on April 24, 2013 at 
Verona Beach State Park.  Clinton Central School teams have been 
competing since 1990 and have been very successful in county 
and state events.  Laurie Rosenburgh is their advisor.

The Envirothon is an outdoor competition which consists of a se-
ries of hands-on contests in which teams of high school students 
compete to solve environmental problems in fi ve categories:  
aquatics, forestry, wildlife, soils, and a current event.  The result 
is to develop environmental awareness among students that will 
last a life-time.

In Other Science News

The Everyday Science class at Clinton High School sent 26 stu-
dents to the Utica 
Curling Club on 
Wednesday, Febru-
ary 13th. The pur-
pose of the fi eldtrip 
is to allow students 
to see fi rsthand 
how math and sci-
ence can be related 
to real world activi-
ties.  Students fi rst 
learned the science 
and math concepts 
found within curl-
ing, and then were allowed to be directly involved in the process 
by playing the game.  

Science Olympiad
Several area students participated in the Midstate Region’s 
Science Olympiad. Events included rocks and minerals, 
thermodynamics, boomilever, forensics, and remote sensing. 
The majority of the 31 teams were from Syracuse area schools, 
but several Mohawk Valley schools also att ended including 
Clinton, New Hartford, Whitesboro, VVS and Oneida.
Winning medals and ribbons for the Clinton team were: Josh Willsey – 
1st place in Geologic Mapping; Zach Blanks and Jose Rosado – 7th place 
in Chemistry Lab; Dan O’Neil and Josh Willsey – 7th place in Circuit 
Lab; Noah Stanco and Zach Blanks – 6th place in Thermodynamics; 
Zach Blanks and Claire Lashinger – 10th place in Materials Science; 
Rachel DiCioccio and Connor Utesch-7th place in Dynamic Planet; 
Josh Willsey and Connor Utesch-8th place in Gravity Vehicle; Noah 
Stanco and Dan O’Neil-3rd place in Fermi Questions; Rachel DiCioccio and Zach Blanks-9th place in Disease Detectives.

Clinton’s team has been coached by Meredith Callaghan and Kathleen Washburn for 12 years. They have witnessed steady 
improvement and great deal of team collaboration as seniors pass their knowledge on to the younger team members. “It 
was really rewarding to watch that teaching take place,” said Mrs. Washburn. “We are very proud of them and look forward 
to next year’s group.”

Math News
 
Congratulations to the Clinton Middle School 
MATHCOUNTS team who won the regional 
MATHCOUNTS competition held on February 2nd 
at MVCC.  

Members of the team include: Eva Borton, Gabrielle 
Dewhurst, Nathan Gale, Marie Claire Innes, Adam 
Koren, Evan McCormick, Dominic Pascucci, Chris 
Rivera, Kimberly Rivera, and Erik Smith.

This competition is sponsored in part by the Profes-
sional Engineers of the Mohawk Valley.  The pur-
pose of this program is to engage students in cre-
ative approaches to solving math problems.  

The team moved on to compete at the state level at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy on March 
16th.  

The Elementary Math 
Olympiad team also 
fi nished another suc-
cessful year!  The 23 
team members com-
pleted 5 meets and 
ended the year with 
a team luncheon on 
March 20. 

Students and their families att ended a banquet held 
on April 3rd where students received awards.
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CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL’S MUSICAL

Beauty 

and the 

Beast

In a world continually bombarded by negativity in schools and 
communities, young leaders in Ms. Zumpano’s tenth grade math 
classes have taken the opportunity to initiate positive change by 
investing $10, their time and their math skills in an eff ort to grow 
goodness exponentially. View solutions at: htt p://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=H34D3Qx3Rzk (Please view and share)!

Students soon discovered how easy it is to make a diff erence in 
someone else’s life and are working to join forces with people all 
over the world, all the while calculating their progress using skills 
acquired in math class. They are thinking big, and are trying to 
spread the word by inviting celebrities and infl uential people to 
become part of the eff ort. The group hopes to reach as many indi-

viduals around the world as possible and invite people to post photos and video clips about helping others in big ways and 
small. See Facebook at Clinton High School: Make a Diff erence, tweet with #ccsmakeadiff erence, or contact ccsmakeadif-
ference@gmail.com.

Mission Statement:
Celebrate Student Work

Support Non-Profi t Organizations 
Inspire Exponentially

Students will be holding a rally at CCS on Friday, June 7, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Theatre Lobby in support of a 
number of non-profi t organizations. 

Make a Diff erence Rally

Make a Diff erence Photo Credit: Gail Haile
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Kirkland Library Displays Altered Book Project

Students in Secondary Art Teacher Kayla McDonough’s 
Drawing and Painting class were given the assignment of 
altering a book. Students were directed to pick a theme, 
whether it is as broad as nature or as specifi c as a butt erfl y, 
then looked at several altered book artists, including Debra 
Eck. Using a deleted book from the school library, students 
were able to create a story within the pages, tear everything 
apart and re-assemble, add material and/or subtract mate-
rial. The results were displayed for the community at the 
Kirkland Town Library. We are very proud of our students’ 
accomplishments.

Multi-cultural Club
In an eff ort to promote diversity and cultural awareness at Clin-
ton High School, CCS junior, Olivia Evans took the initiative 
to begin a Multicultural Club at CHS. The Multicultural Club 
engages in cultural discussions and activities. The club meets 
weekly and brings in guest speakers to enhance international 
awareness at CHS. Most recently, Aidan Campbell, a rising 
freshman at Harvard University, came to speak to students 
about the benefi ts of taking a gap year and traveling abroad. 
Campbell discussed his experiences in Tanzania working at a 
local elementary school.  

Additionally, Shana Pughe from Compass Interpreters at the 
Mohawk Valley Center for Refugees visited CHS to broaden 
the school’s understanding of its diverse local community. She 
spoke about the cultural impact of the refugee population on 
the Utica region.

Other activities sponsored by the multicultural club during the 2012-2013 school year included:

• A potluck luncheon in October to celebrate Hispanic culture month
• A lecture and craft activity led by Kandice Watson from the Oneida nation in November to celebrate 
 Haudenosaunee culture
• A December holiday lunchtime lecture by storyteller extraordinaire and CCS teacher, Kathy Glickman
• A Latin dance lesson led by CCS alumna Sara Bluff  ‘10 and her Dancesport partner Javier Chacon
• A series of discussions and videos in February to celebrate Black History Month
• A lunchtime celebration of the Chinese Lunar New Year to ring in the year of the snake 

All meetings, guest speakers, and events are open to the entire high school, as the club aims to promote a greater cultural 
understanding among the student body, and to celebrate the varied cultures in the local area as well as around the world.
In May, members of the Multicultural Club will take part in the “Pulsera Project.” During lunch, club members will sell 
handmade bracelets, woven by Nicaraguan artists. These bracelets allow the artists to make a living and are a means of 
expressing themselves and their culture. Foreign language teacher Amie Johnson serves as the club’s volunteer advisor.



12 Clinton Central School District

Three students in Mr. Bankert’s 7th grade social studies class-
es and one student in his 8th grade class were named Oneida 
County Daughters of the American Revolution essay contest 
winners. The students wrote essays, voluntarily, on the topic, 
“Forgott en Patriots of the American Struggle for Indepen-
dence.” The students read their essays to DAR members at their 
meeting in February and received cash prizes, certifi cates and 
pins. Fifth grade winners included May Butunoi, Savi Connors 
and Gabrielle Lewis.

Additionally, 7th grader Angela Martino was recently named 
a semi-fi nalist in a national lett er writing contest sponsored by 
Rand-McNally.  Students from across the country were asked 
to write a “Dear Mr. President” lett er to President Obama ask-
ing him to consider an issue important in their lives.  Angela 
wrote a lett er on the need for healthy school lunches.  Angela’s 
lett er was one of the top 7th grade lett ers nation-wide and she is 
now eligible for the Grand Prize, a $5,000 scholarship and a trip 
to Washington, D.C.

DAR Essay Contest Winners and
a National Semi-Finalist

From left to 
right are: Katie 
Getman, Con-
nor Frank, Tess 
Maxam, and 
Emma Novak.  
Behind them 
is Mr. Andrew 
Bankert.

Angela Martino 
is pictured here 
with her teacher, 
Mr. Bankert.

Arbor Day
On April 29th, students in the El-
ementary School held their annual 
Arbor Day Ceremony. Students 
sang songs and celebrated nature, 
stewardship, and the renewal of 
life.  A tree, donated by the Hamil-
ton College Arboretum, was plant-
ed and dedicated to Jean Vicks, 
Kevin Hinderling and Peace on 
Earth.

Additionally, Hamilton College 
provided a pencil for each student 
and donated PebbleGo Animals 
and PebbleGo Earth and Space da-
tabases to the Elementary School 
Media Center. 
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Board of Education Candidates

The Clinton Central School District would like to 
thank outgoing member Kristen Sullivan for her 

term of service on the Board of Education. Her seat, 
and the seat of Mary Lou Lauchert, will be on the 

ballot on May 21.

We currently have the following candidates 
running for these positions:

        Erica Shaw             
Mary Lou Lauchert, Incumbent

    

Voter Eligibility Requirements

An individual must meet the following 
requirements to vote in the school election:

•Be a citizen of the United States;

       •Have been a resident of the district for a  
  minimum period of 30 days prior 

to the vote;

•Be at least 18 years of age.

On March 22nd, middle school students had the opportunity to talk with Con-
gressman Richard Hanna about the importance of science, technology, engi-
neering and math careers, as students begin to think about their future goals.  
Congressman Hanna encouraged students to pursue that by which they are 
inspired. Students asked a wide variety of questions ranging from the M&M’s 
on Air Force One to the idea of adding the arts to STEM, transforming it into 
STEAM.
Congressman Hanna was recently presented with the George E. Brown, Jr. 
Leadership Award for his for active leadership on Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math (STEM) and his strong public advocacy in support of the 
role of the federal government in research.
The award is presented annually by the Science, Engineering and Technology 
Work Group (SETWG) to members of Congress who are eff ective advocates 
of federal investment in science and technology. It is named for the late Rep. 
George E. Brown Jr., a long-time member of Congress who made outstand-
ing contributions to federal support for science and technology throughout his 
congressional service.

Middle School Students Visited 
by Congressman Richard Hanna

The Clinton Central School District is most appreciative of 
the Town-Gown grant of $15,000 that was used to fund the 
purchase of much needed laptop computers, bringing the 
district closer to fulfi lling the looming requirements man-
dated by New York State for online student assessment. 
Thank you to Hamilton College for its ongoing support of 
the mission of the Clinton Central School District.  

The annual Dollars for Scholars Raffl  e drawing was held on 
April 27th. The prize of a Ferris IS 1500 lawn tractor or was 
awarded to Rusty Ray of Litt le Falls.

The purpose of the Clinton Chapter of Dollars for Scholars is 
to encourage students in the Clinton Central School District 
to pursue post-secondary education by enhancing their fi -
nancial ability and understanding of how to do so.  Scholar-
ships are awarded to graduating seniors from Clinton Cen-
tral School who are planning to att end a two or four year 
accredited college.  The selection of scholarship recipients 
and distribution of funds is determined jointly by the Chap-
ter and the Clinton Central School District and have been 
awarded by the Chapter since its founding in 1984. Thank 
you to Dollars for Scholars Board Members and donors for 
assisting the students of CCS to further their education.

Support from Hamilton 
College

and Dollars for Scholars
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Clinton Community Newsletter- April 2013 

-Village of Clinton-

 As we fi nally exit from seemingly endless snowy weather, we look forward to warmer temperatures. But looking back, 
the Village had an eventful winter. 
 In the early morning hours of January 24th, Village staple Nola’s restaurant, open since 2005, experienced signifi cant 
damage from a collapsed ceiling. It was determined fi ve pipes in the ceiling had frozen and then burst in nine places, bring-
ing down large parts of the ceiling. The ceiling, fl oors, walls, and much of the woodwork all suff ered damage from the 
physical collapse of the ceiling as well as from water from the burst pipes. The copper-top custom built bar that had been 
partially constructed with materials from the book store, which had been there prior to Nola’s, was cracked. The basement 
had approximately six inches of water in it. Initially, the restaurant had planned to be closed about a month. However, be-
cause the damage was so severe, repairs took nine weeks and Nola’s reopened on March 28. Owners Janssen and Leah Fay 
were very thankful for the support and assistance that the community provided during the closure.
 On March 19, John Lane was re-elected Mayor of Clinton. This election, however, was a bit diff erent from those in 
recent memory as it was contested. Village resident Jim Kelsey challenged incumbent Mayor Lane for the position. Mayor 
Lane was a Trustee and Deputy Mayor when he was appointed to serve the remainder of previous Mayor Gill Goering’s 
term in 2010. He was then elected in 2011. This election was a study in comparison as Lane was a Village Trustee for more 
than 30 years prior to becoming Mayor while Kelsey was a political newcomer. Voter turnout was much higher than nor-
mal. A total of 174 votes were cast in the election, Mayor Lane receiving 163 and Mr. Kelsey 11. 
 The Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority (OHSWA) recently announced that they would start accepting bulky rigid 
plastics for recycling at zero cost to municipalities eff ective April 1st. Bulky rigid plastics are hard plastic items (not fi lm or 
fl exible plastic) that cannot be collected through normal curbside recycling. The Village Department of Public Works will 
pick up these items with other trash and metal from Village residents every Wednesday throughout the year. Items include:

- Plastic beverage crates (i.e., milk/soda/beverage crates) 
- Clean plastic drums, totes and empty garbage cans – all sizes 

- Clean plastic buckets/pails – all sizes (metal handle acceptable) 
- Plastic toys (i.e., playhouses) 

- Plastic tool and gun cases 
- Plastic plant/propagation trays and fl ower pots 

- Plastic pallets and shelving 
- Plastic laundry baskets 
- Plastic lawn furniture 

- Plastic pet carriers 
- Plastic cat litt er containers 

- Plastic recycling bins & carts 
- Large plastic water jugs (1-5 gallon)

 Non-acceptable plastic items are as follows: Plastic bags, plastic fi lm (i.e., stretch fi lm and other fl exible packaging), 
Styrofoam, plastic appliances, vinyl siding, water hoses, toys with circuit boards or batt ery packs, pool/chemical containers, 
driveway sealant containers, paint cans, and motor oil containers.
 Residents also have the option to take these items to the OHSWA. They will accept bulky rigid plastics directly from 
residents who deliver them to the Utica and Rome Convenience Stations. For further information on hours and locations 
call (315)733-1224 or visit www.ohswa.org.
 Informational fl yers about the new collection were included in the recently mailed April water/sewer bills sent to Vil-
lage residents. They can also be picked up at the Village Clerk’s Offi  ce located at 100 North Park Row in Lumbard Hall from 
9:00-12:00 and 1:00-4:00, Monday-Friday.
 If you have something you need to dispose of and you are not sure where it goes, you can always call Department of 
Public Works Superintendent Dale Jewell at 853-2240 and he will be able to assist you. 

Wishing you a happy and healthy summer. 

Marc Goldberg
Deputy Village Clerk
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Clinton Central School DistrictSchool Calendar
2013-2014

Month  Dates
 
September 2   Labor Day   
  3&4  Superintendent’s Conference Day
  5  Classes Begin
 
October  14 Columbus Day
 
November 11   Veterans Day
  27-29 Thanksgiving Recess
 
December 23-31   Holiday Recess
 
January  1-3   Holiday Recess
  20   Martin Luther King Jr. Day
  27-30   Regents Test Days
 
February 17-21   Mid-Winter Break
  17     President’s Day
 
March  21   Superintendent’s Conference Day 
 
April  14-21  Spring Recess
 
May  26  Memorial Day
 
June  17-25   Regents Examinations
  25  Last Day of Session
  26  Regents Rating Day
  28  Graduation Day

Music Students Travel to NYC

Girls Varsity Bowling

Coach White would like to congratulate the Girls Var-
sity Bowling Team for their 4th place fi nish at the 2013 
State Sectional playoff s. The Clinton Girl’s placed 2nd 
for 6 wins and 2 losses for the Center State Division 
II bowling season. Samantha Frank, Maddy Clark, 
Linda Kirk, Sheridan Seward, Alizah Fletcher, and 
Samantha Parks played with spirit of the game and 
dedication to the sport. 
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Superintendent of Schools

Matt hew Reilly

Clinton Board of Education

Mary Lou Lauchert, President
Michael Wade, Vice President

Board Members

Amy Franz
William Huggins
Jim Korfonta
Kristen Sullivan
Courtney Zoller
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Weather 
Station

Our weather 
station is up and 
running. You may 
access it by visiting www.ccs.edu and click-
ing on the words “WeatherReport” on 
the home page. Information is gathered 
via weather equipment  installed at the             
elementary school off ering a   science en-
richment opportunity to students and 
community resource.

Th anks go to the fundraising eff orts of the 
grade 5 class of 2012 and the CCS PTA, 
Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds 
George Hula, Network Administrator 
Ryan McCoy, and BOCES Science Pro-
gram Specialist Matt Bashant for helping 
to make this project operational.  

May 15  PTA Meeting, 6:45 p.m., Secondary Media Center

May 16  Elementary School Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m., Theatre

May 20  National Jr. Honor Society Induction, 7:00 p.m., Theatre

May 21  Budget Vote, 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m., Theatre Lobby

May 22  High School Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m., Theatre

May 24&27  No Classes

June 6  Middle School Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m., Theatre

June 11-20  Regents Exams

June 13  Grade 5 Awards Ceremony, 10:00 a.m., Theatre

June 14  Elementary Flag Day Ceremony, 9:15 a.m

June 22  Commencement, 10:00 a.m., Theatre

July 15  CCSD Foundation Golf Tournament

Mark Your Calendar...

y


