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Budget Vote: May 16, 2017
Noon to 9:00 p.m. Theatre Lobby

In Recovery: What We Need Now, What We Need to Build

The Clinton 
community 
remembers Mr. 
John Ingraham, 
Clinton Bus 
Driver and public 
servant, who 
passed away on 
February 2, 2017.

Mission:
Clinton Central School proudly educates and empowers students 

to realize their potential and become thoughtful, contributing 
members of society.

Vision:

Our students are prepared through engaging, meaningful and 
challenging learning opportunities delivered by motivated and 

inspired professionals, and supported through collaborative 
partnerships with family, businesses, civic organizations, and 

institutions of higher education.

Dear Clinton Central School District Resident:

At every available opportunity, I like to thank you for the 
many ways you continue to support the children of the Clinton 
schools, whether it be through your att endance at our many 
events in the arts and athletics, your continued fi nancial support 
through the Clinton Foundation and Dollars for Scholars, the 
donation of your time and expertise as guests and volunteers 
in our classrooms, or every other way that you have helped our 
faculty, staff  and students.  

This is the time of year for the community’s thoughtful 
consideration of our spending plan for the 2017-2018 school 
year, and I am proud of the work we have accomplished 
together during the development of this budget upon which 
you will vote on May 16. Again, this year, we relied heavily 
on a budget communications cycle that yielded responsive 
stakeholder feedback that assisted us in developing a plan 
that I believe is educationally responsible to our students and 
fi scally responsible to our community. We also engaged in an 
internal process that required us to analyze all areas of our 
expenditures in order to fi nd effi  ciencies, which allowed us to 
decrease costs, and reclaim those funds to preserve our vital 
programs and improve in areas identifi ed as district-level and 
building-level strategic priorities.

This year, we are benefi ting from a modest increase in state aid 
and thoughtful short- and long-term fi nancial planning and 
responsibility that allows us to meet our needs now and build 
our capacity to meet future challenges in a variety of areas.  

This budget represents support for our current outstanding 
educational program, but also allows us to fortify our focus 
on areas of need, such as instruction in the elementary school 
library, middle school special education and academic support, 
middle/high school social work, the continued development 
and refi nement of a guaranteed and viable curriculum, and 
the instructional professional development needed to ensure 
outstanding teaching and learning continues as a Clinton 
tradition.

With a budget to budget increase of 2.25% and strategic 
program and staffi  ng investment, we are excited about the 
balance of educational and fi scal responsibility represented 
in this budget.  Our tax levy increase of 2.13% allows us to 
remain under the tax cap and allows for our residents to 
benefi t from a refund of a portion of the increase by the state 
in the fall. I encourage you to read this budget newslett er and 
related articles in The Waterville Times newspaper to learn more. 
You can also visit the school district website at www.ccs.edu to 
fi nd access to additional resources that will help you make an 
informed decision on Tuesday, May 16.  

Thank you for your time and interest in learning about the 
school budget and our educational programs!

Sincerely,

Stephen L. Grimm, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools
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?????

Revenues … where the 
money will come from 

Revenues Actual
2016-2017

Proposed
2017-2018

Local Property Tax $14,762,056 $15,076,301 
State Aid  $10,861,787 $11,089,809 
Other  $626,961 $589,006
Fund Balance  $550,000 $550,000
Reserve - $100,000
Total Revenue $26,800,804 $27,405,116

and what it will be spent on ... 

Expenditures

Expenditure Actual
2016-2017

Proposed
2017-2018

Instruction  $12,305,376  $12,684,127 
Benefi ts  $7,135,105  $7,243,673
Debt Service/Transfers  $3,049,750  $3,125,191 
Transportation  $825,878  $821,226 
Operations & Maintenance  $1,486,642  $1,491,563
Administration  $1,998,053  $2,039,336
Total Expenditure  $ 26,800,804  $27,405,116 

What happens if this budget proposal is defeated?
The Board of Education has three options under the law.

• Submit the same budget to the voters for a second vote on the third Tuesday of June;
• Revise and submit the budget for a second vote on the third Tuesday of June;
• Reduce the budget by eliminating the purchase of equipment and any amounts tied to the community’s use of 

the school facilities, and declare a contingency budget without a second vote.

If the Board of Education adopts a contingency budget, equipment expenditures of $184,000 will be removed and other items 
as required by New York State Education Department regulations.

State Aid

40.47%

Local Property 

Taxes

55.01%

Reserve

0.36%

Fund Balance 

2.01%
Other 

2.15%

Instruction

46.28%

Benefi ts 26.43%

Debt Service

11.41%

Transportation

3%

Operations and 

Maintenance

5.44%

Administration 7.44%
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Three-Part Budget Summary
New York State requires districts to present their proposed budgets in three categories: program, capital and administrative.  
The chart below shows the dollar amount and percentage of spending in each of those three categories in the 2016–2017 
budget and the proposed 2017–2018 budget.  An explanation of what is included in each of the categories is provided below.  

Program:
2016-17 ....................................................$19,054,471 ........ 71.09%
2017-18 ....................................................$19,505,613 ........ 71.18%

Capital:
2016-17 ......................................................$4,951,753 ........ 18.48%
2017-18 ......................................................$5,053,547 ........ 18.44%

Administrative:
2016-17 ......................................................$2,794,580 ........ 10.43%
2017-18 ......................................................$2,845,956 ........ 10.38%

Total:
2016-17 ....................................................$26,800,804 ...... 100.00%
2017-18 ....................................................$27,405,116 ...... 100.00%
Program includes:

 All instructional programs, transportation, athletics, co-curricular 
and associated employee benefi ts.

Capital includes:
 Operation of buildings, maintenance of buildings, refunded taxes, 

debt service, and associated employee benefi ts.

Administrative includes:
 Board of Education, central administration, fi nance, legal services, personnel, public information, central services, special items, supervision of 

instruction and associated employee benefi ts.

PROPOSITION 1
Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida County, New York, is hereby 
authorized to expend and there is hereby appropriated, the sum of $27,405,116 estimated by it to be necessary for 
school purposes for the fi scal year commencing July 1, 2017, and to raise so much thereof as may be necessary by tax 
on the taxable property in said School District.

PROPOSITION 2
Shall the Board of Education (the “Board of Education”) of the Clinton Central School District (the “School District”) be 
authorized to purchase one (1) 72-passenger school bus, one (1) 66-passenger school bus and one (1) 22-passenger school 
bus at a total estimated cost of $310,000, including necessary furnishings, fi xtures and equipment and all other necessary 
costs incidental thereto and to expend a total sum not to exceed $310,000, which is estimated to be the total maximum 
cost thereof, and levy a tax which is hereby voted for the foregoing in the amount of $310,000, which shall be levied and 
collected in annual installments in such years and in such amounts as may be determined by the Board of Education and 
in anticipation of the collection of such tax, bonds and notes of the School District are hereby authorized to be issued at one 
time or from time to time in the principal amount not to exceed $310,000, and a tax is hereby voted to pay the interest on 
said obligations when due?   

PROPOSITION 3
Shall the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School District (the “School District”) be authorized to establish 
the continuous registration of voters of the School District at the offi  ce of the Clerk of the District located at 75 
Chenango Avenue, Clinton, New York between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. of the school day in accordance 
with Section 2014(2) of the Education Law of the State of New York, as amended? 

Historically, the Registration Board has met at a designated date and time prior to the budget vote for the purpose of 
registering voters. However, in recent years, this service has become somewhat obsolete since the District has partnered 
with Oneida County, and voters who are registered with the county appear on the District‘s poll list. For the greater 
convenience of District residents, the passing of this proposition would allow voter registration to take place continuously 
in the Superintendent’s Offi  ce during business hours, making Clinton a district of personal and continuous registration.

Board of Education Candidates
Three candidates will be running for three vacant at-large 
Board of Education seats. 

Candidates include:

Luke Perry
Tim Thomas, Incumbent
Megan Burdick, Incumbent

The community will have the opportunity to meet the 
candidates on May 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the high school cafeteria. 
The Budget Hearing will follow.

Thank you to Board member Bill Huggins for his six years 
of service to the Clinton community.

Notice
Absentee Ballots are available in the Superintendent’s Offi  ce 
or by calling 315-557-2253.
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Clinton Central School District Budget NoticeClinton Central School District Budget Notice

Overall Budget Proposal

Budget Adopted 
for the 2016-2017 

School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2017-2018 

School Year

Contingency 
Budget for the 

2017-2018 
School Year*

Total budgeted amount, not including separate propositions $26,800,804 $27,405,116 $27,090,870
Increase / decrease for the 2017-2018 school year $604,312 $290,066
Percentage increase (decrease) in each proposed budget 2.25% 1.08%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.26%

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount, 
Net of Reserve

$14,762,056 $15,076,301

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0
E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $14,762,056 $15,076,301 $14,762,056

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $626,402 $670,148
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible 
Exclusions

$14,135,654 $14,406,153

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to 
Support Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions 
(E - B - F + D)

$14,135,654 $14,406,153

I. Diff erence: (G - H): (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter 
Approval – See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) **

$0 $0

Administrative component $2,794,580 $2,845,956 $2,829,579
Program component $19,054,471 $19,505,613 $19,326,244
Capital component $4,951,753 $5,053,547 $4,935,047

Basic STAR Exemption Savings

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1

Under the Budget Proposal for the 2017 - 2018 School Year

$712

If the Board of Education adopts a contingency budget, equipment expenditures of $184,000 will be removed and other items as 
required by New York State Education Department regulations.

The annual budget vote for the fi scal year 2017-2018 by the qualifi ed voters of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida County, New 
York, will be held at the Theater Lobby in said school district on Tuesday, May 16, 2017, between the hours of 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., 
prevailing time in the Middle School, at which time the polls will be open to vote by voting ballot or machine.

Description Amount

School Bus Purchase $310,000

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total 
Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational or 
transportation services propositions are not eligible for exclusion 
and may aff ect voter approval requirements)

1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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7.44% of budget

Board of Education
Central Administration
Business Administration
Auditing
Treasurer
Tax Collection
Fiscal Agent Fees
Legal Services
Personnel
Central Printing
Data Processing
Liability/Property Insurance
Refund Taxes
BOCES Administration
Curriculum Development
Supervision of Schools

SUBTOTAL

2016-2017 
Budget

 
25,909 

213,320
347,104
27,825
18,823
9,000

15,400
60,000
21,589

147,700
26,500

110,000
5,000

322,631
9,000

638,252

1,998,053

District Support
2017-2018 
Proposed

26,379
220,488 
 414,774 
 28,900 
 19,447 
 9,000 

 12,500 
 60,000 
 21,837 

 147,707 
 26,500 

 110,000 
 5,000 

 304,620 
 9,000 

 623,185
 

 2,039,336 

46.28% of budget

Teaching/Regular School
Special Education
Library/Media
Computer Instruction
Guidance
Health Services
Psychological Services
Social Work Services
Co-Curricular Activities
Athletics

SUBTOTAL

2016-2017 
Budget

 
7,834,951 
 2,428,901 

 188,089 
 521,475 
 260,134 
 169,457 
 91,680 

 199,324 
 237,772 
 373,593

 
 12,305,376 

Instruction
2017-2018 
Proposed

7,821,234 
 2,686,864 

 208,664 
 524,378 
 266,458 
 196,040 
 75,800 

 261,490 
 253,184 
 390,016 

 12,684,127 
 

26.43% of budget

Health, Dental & Vision Insurance
Teachers’ Retirement
Employees’ Retirement
Social Security (FICA)
Workers Compensation
Life Insurance
Unemployment Insurance
Disability Insurance
Benefi ts Administration
Employee 403B Deferral

SUBTOTAL

2016-2017 
Budget

 
4,537,475 
 1,068,908 

 285,717 
 877,960 
 70,000 
 13,000 
 15,000 
 4,500 

 12,545 
 250,000

 
 7,135,105 

Benefi ts
2017-2018 
Proposed

4,839,356 
 903,779 
 290,038 
 884,000 
 60,000 
 13,000 
 10,000 
 4,500 

 14,000 
 225,000 

 7,243,673 
3% of budget

Transportation
BOCES Bus Maintenance 

SUBTOTAL

2016-2017 
Budget

 
645,878 
 180,000 

 825,878 

Student Transportation
2017-2018 
Proposed

641,226 
 180,000 

 821,226 

11.19% of budget

School Construction Bonds
School Bus Bonds
Energy Performance Contract

SUBTOTAL

2016-2017 
Budget

 
2,480,400 
 251,350 
 268,000

 
 2,999,750 

Debt Service
2017-2018 
Proposed

2,485,537 
 315,653 
 264,000 

 3,065,190 

5.44% of budget

Custodial Services
Maintenance Expenses

SUBTOTAL

2016-2017 
Budget

 
1,265,260 
 221,382

 
 1,486,642 

Operations and Maintenance
2017-2018 
Proposed

1,277,866 
 213,697

 
 1,491,563 

.22% of budget

School Food Service
Special Education/Summer School

SUBTOTAL

2016-2017 
Budget

 
10,000  
40,000

50,000

Interfund Transfers
2017-2018 
Proposed

10,000
50,000

60,000

    TOTAL PROPOSED BUDGET 
 

2016-2017 Budget: $26,800,804
2017-2018 Proposed: $27,405,116

Proposed 2017-2018 

Breakdown of Expenditures
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Clinton Senior High School Nominated for Nation’s Most Prestigious 
Educational Award

CCS Receives 2017 Utica National 
School Safety Excellence Award 
CCS is again the recipient of the Utica National Safety Award, 
meeting criteria involving policy, bus, fi re and playground 
inspections, student programs, and BOCES Safety Offi  ce 
oversight. The District also received a $500 prize. Thank you 
to all of our staff  members who work hard to ensure that 
these criteria are met. Pictured: Dr. Grimm, Superintendent, 
presenting the Safety Award to Mr. Brad Preston, Head Custodian.

LOCK DOWN DRILLS

As required by the District’s adopted Safety Plan, a series 
of lock-down drills have taken place in recent weeks.  
The drills are executed with the assistance of a team of 
law enforcement and safety agency professionals who 
would typically be fi rst responders. Upon completion of 
the drill, they help the district to defi ne challenges and to 
plan for more effi  cient procedures for the future.  Parents 
and students are notifi ed when the drill begins and again 
when it is concluded. 

LEAD TESTING

Potable water testing for lead has been ongoing 
throughout the 2016-2017 school year. Water sources 
testing above acceptable levels have been remediated 
and re-tested with the fi nal phase of testing occurring in 
June. As per NYS regulation, required reports have been 
fi led with Department of Health. 

In January, Clinton Senior High School was informed that 
it had been nominated by the state of New York for the 
designation of National Blue Ribbon School as an Exemplary 
High Performing School.   

National Blue Ribbon Schools are public and non-public 
elementary, middle, and high schools that are producing 
outstanding results for all students. They have demonstrated 
consistent excellence, and made progress in closing gaps in 
student achievement. The National Blue Ribbon Schools 
recognition program is part of a larger U. S. Department 
of Education eff ort to identify and disseminate 
knowledge about eff ective school leadership and 
promising instructional practices. 

Since its inception in 1982, the National Blue Ribbon 
Schools Program has recognized more than 8,000 
Great American Schools. Each year, representatives 
of newly recognized schools gather for a ceremony in 
Washington, D.C. where their achievement is offi  cially 
honored by the U.S. Department of Education. This prestigious 
award galvanizes school communities and generates inspiring 
school success stories for the media. It also draws professional 
and public interest and off ers recipients new opportunities to 
share their hard-won knowledge in districts, states and beyond.

Clinton Senior High School was one of 19 schools nominated 
by the state of New York for the award. Since receiving 
the nomination, teachers, administrators, and the Board of 
Education have worked collaboratively to complete the 16-

page narrative application that included sections on a historical 
summary of the district, curriculum and instruction, school 
support structure, and strategies for academic success.  

Clinton Senior High School was nominated based on the 
following criteria:

• ranking in the top 15 percent of all high schools in 
New York state on the most recent assessments in 
Mathematics and English;

• ranking in the top 40 percent in the state for academic 
performance of student subgroups (ethnicity, 

socioeconomic status, English language learners, etc.) 
on the most recent Math and English assessments;
• ranking in the top 15 percent in the state for 
graduation rates.

To be nominated is an amazing accomplishment 
that would not have been possible without the 

combined eff orts of all stakeholders in the community.  
Clinton is grateful to have amazing parents, a K-12 faculty 

and staff  that devote countless hours to helping ensure every 
student’s academic, social, and emotional needs are being met 
on a daily basis. This nomination has helped to solidify that 
we have an amazing educational program, devoted teachers, 
administrators, and Board of Education members that have 
never lost focus on what is most important - the students.

Clinton Senior High School will be notifi ed about the status of 
its application for this prestigious award in the fall.
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FIFTH GRADERS LEARN CODING
SUNY Polytechnic Institute senior Michael Spencer 
completed a two-month program with fi fth graders 
at Clinton Elementary School that introduced them to 
the world of coding. Students have learned basic video 
game design through a program called Construct 2 
with Spencer helping them through various tutorials, 
techniques and processes used almost universally 
across the gaming industry.

The collaborative eff ort between SUNY Poly and 
Clinton Elementary faculty is part of a new initiative at 
Clinton Elementary called What I Need Now (WINN) 
– a program designed to provide new learning 
opportunities and topics to students. The introduction of coding helps introduce even the youngest students to a college 
and career-ready skill and gets them thinking about their future academic choices.

On April 10, fi fth grade students were proud to share what they have learned throughout their two-month informative 
sessions with Michael Spencer. Thank you to WKTV and WUTR for att ending this event.

ELEMENTARY 

SCIENCE FAIR – The 
Clinton Elementary 
School Science 
Fair was held on 
March 3. The night 
was  fi lled with 
scientifi c exploration 
by 249 students in 
grades K-5. Many 
thanks to the PTA 
and our wonderful 
volunteers who 
helped make it a 
success!

STEAM –  The fourth 
grade students involved 
in STEAM were 
challenged to create a 
marble roller coaster that 
would be appropriate for 
an animal park. Students 
att empted to design 
coasters that were tall, 
sturdy, exciting, rolled 
smoothly and followed 
the design theme.

2017 MV Technology Education Showcase

On March 9, various members of CCS’s Tech Club att ended the 2017 Mohawk Valley Tech 
Showcase at SUNY Polytechnic. This event allows students in both middle school and high 
school to compete in a variety of events and view displays from local colleges, universities 
and businesses. This year, CCS entered into three competitions: Junkyard wars- a competition 
where students are given a pile of junk and scrap materials and are tasked with building a 
marble triggered Rube Goldberg machine; SUMO Bots- where students design, build and 

program a robot to autonomously force another robot out 
of a 4’ diameter ring; and Projectile devices- where students 
must design and build a catapult that can accurately launch 
a ball into 10’ and 20’ targets. This year, Clinton added to its 
successful tradition and took home one 3rd place win and two 1st place wins respectively!  

Congratulations to the following middle school participants: Joey DeTraglia, Andrew 
Gadziala, Henry Memmer, Karina Davis, Jakob Sipe and Lilly Collins.
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MATH COUNTS TEAM – The CCS middle school 
Math Counts team fi nished second in regional 
competition held February 4 at MVCC. They 
continued on to compete at the state level on 
March 18 at RPI in Troy. Team members include: 
Leah Borton, Karina Davis, Joey DeTraglia and 
Jason Rivera.

March Madness in the Middle School
Middle school teachers took advantage of March Madness to encourage 
both school team spirit and student reading.

The Literacy March Madness Tournament of Books succeeded in sparking 
interest in reading among both avid readers and those who are normally less 
than enthusiastic. Middle school principal Dr. Shaun Carney observed that 
the nature of hallway conversations between students transitioned away 
from everyday topics and into literary discussions.

Each middle school classroom was decorated to represent an NCAA 
tournament team, an activity that promoted “Team Spirit” and fostered 
communication and cooperation between students. This project was sponsored by student council, which is advised by 
teacher Ed Waskiewicz.

Clinton Middle School Designated as a 
Mix It Up Model School
From the Mix It Up Model school website:

"Members of Rachel’s Warriors Club, other students and co-advisors 
all helped plan Clinton Middle School’s Mix It Up at Lunch Day, 
where conversations about favorite colors, subjects, books and sports 
were among the discussion topics. The event planners received so 
much positive feedback from the students and teachers that they’re 
planning another Mix It Up Day this spring. And they’ll keep the 
spirit going with their No One Sits Alone initiative and a Kindness 
Board, which highlights random acts of kindness in the school."

Mix It Up Model Schools embrace respect and inclusiveness as core 
values—they “mix it up” all year long. Schools that have done an 
exemplary job of organizing, publicizing and implementing Mix It 
Up at Lunch Day receive this designation. By sharing their recipes 
for success, Model Schools are beacons for other schools striving for 
inclusiveness.

Clinton Elementary Green Team
Thirteen students from grades 4 and 5 have joined the Clinton 
Elementary School Green Team. Under the direction of Mrs. Monica 
Moshier and Mrs. Denise Toia-Kramer, students meet after school to 
learn about recycling and composting. The Green Team members will 
be teaching other students in our school how to recycle and compost 
in order to reduce the amount of waste that is deposited into our 
landfi lls. The Green Team will also be hosting a Zero Waste Lunch 
Challenge in May. Composting bins and materials were purchased 
using a Dare To Dream grant from the Clinton Teachers’ Association.  

Jamie Tutt le from the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 
recently met with students to teach them what can be recycled and 
what must be thrown in the trash.  
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Julia Cicchinelli, a sophomore in Chinese 2b class at Clinton High School, was recently selected 
to receive a 2017-2018 NSLI-Y scholarship. The National Security Language Initiative for Youth 
(NSLI-Y) is sponsored by the Government of the United States of America through the U.S. 
Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Aff airs.  This merit-based scholarship 
is especially competitive for the summer program applicants and allows excellent American 
students to study critical language learning in the locations where the NSLI-Y languages are 
spoken. The scholarship will give Julia the opportunity to att end a rigorous Chinese language 
program and att end cultural enhancement and community service activities this summer in 
China. During her 7-week summer program in China, Julia will live with the local host families. 
Congratulations to Julia!

2017 NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

INDUCTEES – Antonia Cardamone, Emma 
Davis, Hannah Deering, Jenna Devine, 
Brandon D’Oleo, Andrew Ford, Connor 
Frank, Garrett  Frank, Nathan Gale, Samuel 
Hernandez, Taylor Highers, Breanna 
Hughes, Abigail King, Adam Koren, 
Matt hew Kowalczyk, Luke Kramer, Devin 
Lee, Allie Lehman, Joseph Lewis, Tammy 
Lloyd, Angela Martino, Theresa Maxam, 
Elizabeth Militello, Zane Monaghan, Jackson 
Phillips, Megan Pugliese, Trevor Reese, 
Christopher Rivera, Angela Simonchyk, Julia 
Smiegal, Erik Smith, Catherine Soults, Kylie 
Trunfi o, Leah Weeks, and Georgia Zoller.

CCS Teacher Kathleen Washburn 
Earns Master Teacher Designation
Kathleen Washburn is one of 50 New York State Master 
Teachers in the Mohawk Valley cohort, with colleagues 
ranging from as close as New Hartford and as distant as 
Broadalbin-Perth.  The program focuses on recruiting STEM 
teachers that exemplify content knowledge, pedagogy, and 
a deep understanding of students. According to the state’s 
website, Master Teachers are strong classroom teachers with 
clear goals for further developing breadth and depth in all 
of these areas. Following the application process, Kathleen 
was selected and was required to present a collegiate level 
Biology lesson to a panel of professors at SUNY Oneonta 
last August. She spent her summer researching Harmful 
Algae Blooms and presented her research to the panel of 
Biology professors and the other applicants in the Biological 
sciences. Following all of the presentations, a roundtable 
discussion about their presentations and educational 
pedagogy as related to science teaching took place. Since 
then, Kathleen has att ended cohort meetings with fellow 
master teachers at SUNY Oneonta, as well as various 
local sessions incorporating the use of a scanning electron 
microscope and emergent technologies such as drones. She 
is a member of a PLT (Professional Learning Team) that is 
studying the book “Make it Stick:The Science of Successful 

Learning” by Brown, Roediger and McDaniel. Her PLT 
focuses on ways to incorporate the scientifi c data about how 
students learn best into their classrooms.  This is a four year 
program that involves a minimum of 50 hours per year of 
Master Teacher work on weekends, evenings and summers.  
Kathleen is looking forward to the opportunity to go to the 
NYS Master Teacher Conference in Albany this summer 
and to continue her research in phycology (algae). Kathleen 
has encouraged other CCS STEM teachers to apply and join 
the Master Teacher community, as it off ers extraordinary 
opportunities for growth and development.

Julia Cicchinelli Selected to Receive NSLI-Y Scholarship
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Boys Indoor Track & Field 2017 section III Class B-2 
Champions

Girls Indoor Track & Field 2017 Section III Class B 
Champions

Girls Varsity Bowling 2017 Section III Class C/D 
Champions

D'Angelo to Play Division 1 Soccer 
at Siena College
CCS senior Darby D'Angelo has signed a formal 
commitment to play Division 1 soccer at Siena College in 
Latham, N.Y. Darby is 5 year member of the CCS varsity 
team and served as captain of the 2016 squad. In her 
tenure with the Warriors, Darby tallied 68 goals and had 
44 assists. She was named the Off ense Player of the Game 
in the Section 3 Class B fi nal vs. Westhill, a 3-time Class B 
All-Star and a 4-time Center State Conference First Team 
All-Star.  Her team also elected her Most Valuable Player 
for the 2015 and 2016 seasons.  

Beyond Clinton, Darby plays club soccer for Syracuse 
Development Academy West, ODP West and ODP Region 
1 Pool Team. When asked what she likes best about the 
team, she said that it is the people with whom she has had 
the opportunity to spend valuable time.

SCHOLAR ATHLETES
The following winter varsity teams were awarded the 
designation of NYSPHSAA Scholar Athletes for achieving 
a GPA of at least 90: 

Girls Indoor Track   91.5    Girls Volleyball     90.5

The Clinton girls’ regional hockey team also qualifi ed for 
the same designation. Players include:

Clinton          Mia Lopata, Sarah Hughes, Sky   
   Walter, Abbie Burns
New Hartford              Riley Calhoun, Christina  
   D'Ambro, Hannah Cooke, Addy 
   Barr, Alexis Romeo
Rome             Aria Treadway, Elana Calicchia
Notre Dame             Lucianna Robertelli
Oriskany       Lizze Batt le, Anna Buehler
Holland Patent                Ryann Stripp   
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ELEMENTARY ALL-COUNTY 

ORCHESTRA PARTICIPANTS – Avery 
Knaperek, Alexandra Abraham, Ava 
Lopata, Tristan Korfonta

ELEMENTARY ALL COUNTY CHORUS 

PARTICIPANTS – Sophie Boucek, Alivia 
Pritchard, and Alison Wratt en

Music, Music, 
Music!
CCS has been well represented by 
students in both local and all-county 
events throughout the winter and 
spring months. Please check your 
calendars for upcoming end-of-year 
concerts!

Music is the movement of sound to 
reach the soul for the education of 
its virtue. -Plato

JUNIOR HIGH ALL-COUNTY ORCHESTRA 

PARTICIPANTS – Wiley Giff ord, Melina 
Korfonta, Jacob Lewis, Bart Hearn, 
Caleb Stanco, Gaibrielle Lewis, Mallory 
Wickline, Kate Stockwell, Madison Steates

Senior Kehela Reeves represented CCS at the All Eastern Music Festival that 
took place April 5–8 in Atlantic City. Top music students from 14 eastern 
states were invited to participate in this event. This was the fi rst time in nearly 
20 years that a CCS student received this honor.

High School Musical production of “Over There!”
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Beloved substitute teacher Mary Lou Iles was honored on the occasion of her 80th birthday by students and staff  
who lined the hallways to show their appreciation. Thank you for all you do, Mrs. Iles.

Happy Birthday, Mrs. Iles!

Thank you to the CCSD Foundation for funding the Leveled Literacy Intervention 
System, which currently provides leveled books for 80 students to use in class and to 
bring home.  Along with the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark System purchased through 
Hamilton College Town Gown funding, student needs are assessed and addressed.

Thank You, CCSD Foundation


