Clinton High School
Time Line for College Planning

JUNIOR YEAR
October
~Take the PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) on Test Day.
~Attend College Night.
December

~Discuss your PSAT scores with your counselor.
February

~Start preparing for SAT/ACT (through an independent class if you choose).
March

~Meet with your counselor to plan your academic program for Grade 12. 
~Discuss college and career options with your family.
~Examine the financial resources available for your education.
~Identify schools with programs for LD students (if appropriate).
~Register for SAT, SAT subject tests, and/or ACT.
April

~Start visiting colleges during your Spring break.
~Attend the College Admissions Program for parents and students.
May/June

~Take the SAT and/or ACT.
~Take the SAT subject tests if appropriate.
~Take AP exams.
Summer

~Enjoy your summer!

~Visit college campuses and narrow down your list of schools.
~Create an activity resume including jobs, work experiences and activities.
~Register for October SAT (this deadline approaches at the start of school).
SENIOR YEAR

September

~Meet with your counselor for senior review; you will receive your official GPA and rank.
~Decide whether to take or repeat SAT, SAT subject tests or ACT exams and register if necessary.
~Finalize your list of colleges-including a safe school, probable matches and any reach colleges.
~Outline first drafts of college essays.
October

~Fill out applications online, including SUNY and the Common Application.
~Contact the admissions office to schedule an interview if you have not already done so.
~If applying as an LD student, ask to speak with a service provider.
~Retake the SAT, SAT subject tests, or ACT, if appropriate.
~Attend College Night. 

~Begin filling out applications (most Early Decision applications are due in November)
~Ask individuals (teachers, coaches, club advisors, employers) to write letters of recommendation.
~Complete and edit college essays.
~Meet with college representatives that visit Clinton High School.
~Check e-board at www.ccs.edu, HS Guidance, for scholarships.
November

~Check early decision deadlines; some are as early as November 1

~Submit a Transcript Request Form and any application materials to the Counseling 
  Office at least two weeks prior to your first deadline.
~Take SAT or SAT subject tests, if appropriate.
~Fill out CSS Profile financial aid form online, if needed.
~If planning on playing Division I or II sports in college, register with NCAA online.
~Meet with visiting college representatives.
~Attend financial aid workshop at the high school.

December

~Set up a Federal Student Aid Personal Identification Number (PIN) for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) financial aid form (www.PIN.ed.gov).
~Complete CSS Profile if it is required by any colleges where you are applying.
~Are your letters of recommendation completed?

~Be sure to submit all early January deadline applications to the Counseling Office two weeks before the holiday—no applications will be mailed out during the holiday break.
~Gather information about your family’s finances, which will be needed for the FAFSA form.
January

~File the FAFSA form as soon as possible after January 1.
~Include a NYS college in the FAFSA if you want to be considered for TAP.
~File supplemental admissions and/or financial forms, if needed.
~Make sure your applications are completed.
February

~Complete and mail all financial aid forms.
~Mid-year grades are sent to all colleges where students have applied.
March

~Look for college acceptances and financial aid packages.
~Mail applications to open or rolling admission colleges.
April

~Decision letters will start to arrive.
~Tuition and housing deposits are due in May.
~Notify colleges if you are declining admissions.
May

~Mail your tuition deposit.
~Review your housing and orientation information.
~Start seeking that summer job you have been thinking about.
~Inform your counselor which college you plan to attend.
June/July

~Time to finalize plans for your summer job; summer earnings help cover college costs.
~The Counseling Office will send a final transcript to the college that you plan to attend. Students report the college name on the senior survey completed in May.
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