College Admission Testing for Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities who receive testing modifications as part of their educational program at Clinton High School  are generally entitled to receive the same modifications  on college admissions tests (SAT, ACT, AP Exams).  In order to receive testing accommodations, additional paperwork must be submitted to the testing company by our Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) coordinator, Mrs. Carbone, to receive approval.  It is critical that this is done early to ensure the testing agency’s ability to review students’ records prior to the testing date.
College Planning for Students with Disabilities

In choosing a college, students with disabilities need to identify schools that have the desired qualities and characteristics they are looking for, and also have the ability to meet their academic and/or physical needs. There are resources available in the guidance office that list institutions providing services to students with disabilities. Students should see their counselor for more information.  

Once students select a group of colleges to visit, they should tour the campus, and meet with a college admissions and/or disabilities counselor.  Students with disabilities should also explore the support services offered by the college, discuss them with someone from the Disability Support Services Office on campus, and verify that the services advertised by the college will actually be available to the student (for example, extended time on assignments or copies of notes).   Students need to provide the appropriate documentation for their disability to ensure that the necessary accommodations will be provided. Self-advocacy for students with disabilities is essential at the post-secondary level, since it is the student’s responsibility to seek out these services.
Financial Aid


Financial aid is an important consideration for all families.  There are three main types of financial aid students may receive: grants and scholarships (money that does not need to be paid back), federal work-study (money that students earn by working), and loans (money that can be borrowed that needs to be paid back).  Students and parents should contact the financial aid office at each institution they are applying to and find out which financial aid applications/forms need to be filed and what their deadlines are.  The applications that may be required are the FAFSA, CSS Profile, as well as other forms specific to the institution.

The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) should be filed as soon as possible after January 1st of the student’s senior year. In order to file the FAFSA online, parents and students must obtain a PIN # at www.PIN.ed.gov . The PIN allows you to sign your FAFSA electronically. The CSS/Financial Aid Profile should be filed by the specified priority date set by the college you are applying to. 
Scholarships


Scholarship information that comes through the guidance office is available to students and parents on our e-board through the Clinton Central Schools website. Students and parents can access scholarship information by going to www.ccs.edu , clicking on e-board links, and then high school guidance.  There are a variety of scholarship opportunities listed for students from national, state, and local sources.  The name of the scholarship, eligibility criteria, deadlines, and funds available are listed for each scholarship award.  Please check the website weekly as it is updated with new information.  If students see something they believe they qualify for, they should stop in the guidance office and ask Mrs. Edmunds for an application.
